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Bohemian Rhapsody: The Music of Queen!

Dear Friends of the Yakima Symphony Orchestra:

The Rosemary A.C. Gottlieb 2021-22 Season of the Yakima Symphony Orchestra: 
Celebrating 50 Years continues on February 26th with Bohemian Rhapsody: The 
Music of Queen, the next concert on the Gilbert Orchards Pops Series.

Growing up, I was not particularly a Queen fan. I knew of them and knew a 
couple of their songs, but it wasn’t really “my thing.” At some point as a young 
adult, I bought their greatest hits CD and certainly enjoyed it, but still I wouldn’t 
say that I was a Queen fan. However, a couple years ago, when I had some 
time on an airplane between scores that I was studying, I watched the movie 
Bohemian Rhapsody, a biopic about Queen. Now I’m hooked--I can officially say 
that I am a Queen fan. Not to the same level as I am a Billy Joel fan, but a fan 
nonetheless.

I really appreciate the level of talent that these musicians had, especially their 
lead singer, Freddie Mercury. I also really appreciate what they had to go 
through to achieve the level of success that they did. As Mr. Mercury wrote in 
one of his lyrics, “it’s been no bed of roses.”

For this concert we will be joined by the outstanding cover band “Jeans n’ 
Classics” who will take the lead on all of Queen’s greatest hits including Another 
One Bites the Dust, Under Pressure, We Will Rock You, We Are the Champions and, 
of course, their masterpiece: Bohemian Rhapsody. It is interesting to note that 
many of Queen’s songs have an operatic influence and for that reason, need 
classically trained vocalists to perform. The Yakima Symphony Chorus; Justin 
Raffa, chorusmaster, will be joining us for the entire second half of the program 
to sing Queen’s rock/opera fusion repertoire. If you’re not already a Queen fan, 
perhaps you will be after this concert!

We look forward to seeing you on February 26th at the Capitol Theatre for 
Bohemian Rhapsody: The Music of Queen!

Sincerely, 

Lawrence Golan
The Helen N. Jewett Music Director
Yakima Symphony Orchestra

Spring Celebration
March 19, 2022  •  7:30pm

The Capitol Theatre

Lawrence Golan, conductor 
Efe Baltacıgil, cello

YAKIMA VALLEY CLASSICAL SERIES

Bohemian Rhapsody:  
The Music of Queen

Saturday, February 26, 2022  •  7:30pm
The Capitol Theatre

Lawrence Golan, conductor
Jeans ‘n Classics

Yakima Symphony Chorus;  
Justin Raffa, chorusmaster

GILBERT ORCHARDS POPS SERIES

Raise the Baton
Gala Fundraiser

April 10, 2022 • 5:00pm

Tickets are $75 per person;  
table rates available Information via 

www.ysomusic.org and 509-248-1414

Copland’s 
Appalachian 
Spring, 
Tchaikovsky’s 
Variations on a 
Rococo Theme, 
and Schumann’s 
Symphony No. 1, 
“Spring”

Greatest hits 
from one 
of the great 
rock bands of 
all time, with 
full orchestra 
and chorus.
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http://twitter.com/YakimaSymphony


We regret that we are unable to provide 
our customary Saturday morning 

Open Rehearsal for the Classical Series 
concert on March 19.

Lunch With Lawrence
Friday, March 18

12:00noon - 1:30pm
Zesta Cucina Restaurant, $30
Join Maestro Lawrence Golan for 

lunch and conversation about YSO’s 
Spring Celebration concert on 

March 19th. Doors open at 12:00noon. 
Reservations required. Please contact 

the YSO office (509-248-1414) or 
info@ysomusic.org before Tuesday, 
March 15 to place your ticket order. 

COVID-19 Note: Please bring proof of COVID-19 
vaccination or proof of a negative PCR COVID-19 

test collected within 72 hours of this event. 
We will use the same verification criteria 
for vaccination and testing as the Capitol 

Theatre; please visit their website for details: 
capitoltheatre.org/announcement.

ConcerTalk
Saturday, March 19 • 6:30pm 

In the Capitol Theatre  
Main Performance Hall

Please sit in your ticketed seat upon 
entering the hall.

Join YSO Principal Horn Jeff 
Snedeker before the YSO’s Spring 
Celebration concert for an inside 

look at the evening’s program. 
Dr. Snedeker’s extensive knowledge 

of music and entertaining style of 
presentation bring the music and the 

circumstances of its creation to life.

From the Executive Director
Even in the context of the past two years, the past month has been quite eventful 

for the Yakima Symphony Orchestra (or perhaps, in the case of our John Williams 
program, eventless). First, we had to postpone one of our most eagerly anticipated 
programs of the season due to the closure of all four major east-west mountain 
passes (some of the snow from that week is still on the ground here even after a week 
of springlike temperatures!). We were pleased to be able to find a date to reschedule 
that program: Tuesday evening, June 21st. By now, all patrons holding tickets for the 
January date should have received new tickets for the June date; subscribers who 
have not can contact us at info@ysomusic.org, and anyone who purchased single 
tickets can contact the Capitol Theatre box office at 509-853-ARTS (2787). 

Next, we enjoyed one of the best-received programs in my nine years at the YSO, 
featuring the remarkable music and performances of Principal Clarinetist Angelique 
Poteat, as well as a memorable performance by Concertmaster Denise Dillenbeck 
in the role of Scheherazade in Rimsky-Korsakov’s brilliantly descriptive masterwork 
of the same name. As often happens with repertoire that is both technically and 
musically challenging for the orchestra to play, the musicians of the YSO rose 
to the occasion—but everyone present agreed that this was a truly exceptional 
performance, and this despite the additional distractions and tribulations which 
accompanied the peak of the COVID-19 Omicron surge. 

So I would like to offer my thanks and gratitude to everyone who participated 
on both sides of the curtain that weekend. It requires a great deal of extra effort 
both to perform and to attend live musical performances these days, and feeling 
that connection among musicians and audience offers a welcome reassurance that, 
in the end, it is all very much worthwhile. 

Meanwhile, we are busily preparing for the remainder of this season, including 
incremental steps back toward what used to be ‘normal.’ In January, the Capitol 
Theatre re-introduced wine and beer service to our performances, and we look 
forward to bringing back other amenities and activities as circumstances allow.

Due to continued restrictions around the consumption of food in the Capitol 
Theatre, a number of activities that typically take place in the theater are being 
moved for the remainder of this season to alternate locations. One of these is our 
annual Raise the Baton fundraising gala, scheduled for Sunday evening, April 10th. 
We are still crossing the T’s, but we expect to be able to announce the new venue 
for this event (the first since 2019!) very soon, along with the appearance of a very 
special musical guest. We look forward to seeing you there, and at each of our 
upcoming concerts at the Capitol Theatre. 

See you at the symphony! 

David W. Rogers,  
Executive Director

https://capitoltheatre.org/announcement/
http://www.erickey.com


Affiliate & Partnership Updates
Yakima Youth Symphony Orchestra (YYSO) &   
Yakima Ensemble for Strings (YES!)  
Bruce Walker, YYSO Conductor; Christy Baisinger, YES! Conductor

The YYSO is thrilled to announce the winners of the 2022 Concerto 
Competition held in January: Lucy Altman-Coe, violin, Senior Division 
Winner; Cambria Wright, flute, Senior Division Honorable Mention; Toni 
Elliott, oboe, Intermediate Division Winner. These student musicians, along 
with Lilian Gu, violin, 2021 Intermediate Division Winner, will be featured on 
upcoming YYSO concerts. Congratulations!

This spring, students are preparing music for the 11th annual Waltzing 
With the Youth Symphony fundraiser on Saturday, March 12 and Spring 
Concert on Saturday, May 7. Waltzing With the Youth Symphony will feature 
light-hearted and lively performances of waltz and other dance music, 
although this year due to COVID-19 protocols, will not include dancing or 
dance instruction. We’ll be “dancing in our seats” instead! The event also will 
include an auction, paddle raise and more!

Enrollment is ongoing throughout the season; tuition will be pro-rated; 
limited financial assistance is available. For information and to sign up to 
audition via video recording, please visit the Youth Symphony affiliate page 
under the “Connecting” tab on the YSO website (www.ysomusic.org). Just 
Add Music! – YYSO and YES.

Yakima Symphony Chorus (YSC) / Justin Raffa, Chorusmaster

The Yakima Symphony Chorus is excited to be putting the final touches 
on preparation for this month’s Queen concert! Rehearsals for our next 
project will begin on Monday, February 28th; this will be a program without 
orchestra, including Vaughan Williams’ Serenade to Music and Britten’s Rejoice 
in the Lamb, with a performance at St. Paul Cathedral on Saturday, April 2nd.  
There is no audition or prerequisite to join the chorus, and new singers are 
always welcome. The chorus rehearses weekly on Mondays 7:00-9:15 PM at 
St. Paul Cathedral in Yakima. Please contact Chorusmaster Justin Raffa for 
more information, chorusmaster@ysomusic.org.  

Yakima Music en Acción (YAMA) / Josh Gianola, YSO Teaching Artist
Yakima Music en Acción (YAMA) is an El Sistema-inspired music and youth 

leadership program grounded in empowering young people of the Yakima 
Valley through the transformative power of music. While the pandemic has 
forced YAMA to teach primarily online, there has continued to be a steady 
stream of growth for both students and the organization. Since 2013 YAMA 
has grown from 11 to 120 students, tripled staffing capacity, and supported 
long-time students of YAMA in their transitions to higher education through 
mentorship and scholarships. YAMA’s 11 staff members work to provide 
students with an equitable and safe experience as they navigate the 
orchestral landscape and are firmly committed to achieving the highest 
levels of artistic mastery in a culturally rich setting.  

This academic year YAMA has pivoted back and forth between online 
offerings and private music lessons. Prior to the Omicron surge, over 90 
students registered to join COVID-safe smaller cohorts to begin the process 
of returning to full ensemble settings. Until this return is feasible, online 
lessons are taking place, paid student assistants are learning the ropes, 
and YAMA is designing creative, COVID-safe learning opportunities for our 
students.  

To learn more about YAMA, visit our website, www.yamamusic.org. You 
could also check out our Facebook or YouTube channel to see our latest 
content and stay up to date with announcements, learnings, and events.

Enjoy the YSO’s column, forte, published 
every four weeks in the 

Yakima Herald-Republic’s SCENE section 
(www.yakimaherald.com) Past columns may 

be accessed via links on our website, 
www.ysomusic.org

Yakima Symphony Chorus presents

SERENADE TO MUSIC
Sunday, April 2 at 7:30pm
St. Paul Cathedral
15 S 12th Avenue, Yakima

Beethoven Bear and Berlioz Bear are 
missing their monthly visits to the Yakima 
Valley Museum for “Meet the Orchestra.”  

They look forward 
to being back at the 
museum as soon as 
possible! 

Beethoven and Berlioz 
practicing for the next 
opportunity to play 
their parts!

Meet The Orchestra!

Special Gala Concert
Joshua Bell 

With the Yakima Symphony Orchestra

July 2022

The Capitol Theatre

Additional details and  
ticket information coming soon!
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https://www.facebook.com/yama.program
https://www.youtube.com/user/YAMAOrchestra/videos


Visit www.ysomusic.org for updates on concert safety protocols.

The Rosemary A. C. Gottlieb 2021-22 Season

The Yakima Valley Classical Series

Spring Celebration
March 19, 2022, 7:30pm
Efe Baltacıgil, cello

Mahler 5
April 30, 2022, 7:30pm

The Magnificent Mendelssohn
June 11, 2022, 7:30pm
Yakima Symphony Chorus; Justin Raffa, chorusmaster

Yakima Symphony Chorus

Serenade to Music
April 2, 2022, 7:30pm; St. Paul Cathedral
Justin Raffa, conductor

The Yakima Symphony Orchestra 2021-22 season includes six Classical Series concerts, five Pops Series concerts and one Special Gala Concert at the 
Capitol Theatre. Performances are conducted by YSO Music Director Lawrence Golan. It also includes a choral concert conducted by Justin Raffa.

The Gilbert Orchards Pops Series

Bohemian Rhapsody: The Music of Queen
February 26, 2022, 7:30pm
Jeans ‘n Classics
Yakima Symphony Chorus; Justin Raffa, chorusmaster

Villalobos Brothers
May 14, 2022, 7:30pm

The Music of John Williams: 90th Birthday Celebration
June 21, 2022, 7:30pm

Cirque de la Symphonie
June 25, 2022, 7:30pm

Special Gala Concert 

Joshua Bell
July 2022

Raise the Baton
Annual Gala Fundraiser

Sunday, April 10, 2022, 5:00pm

Featuring performances by Lawrence Golan, violin 
and a Special Musical Guest (details coming soon!)

Tickets are $75 per person; table rates available Information via www.ysomusic.org and 509-248-1414

“A dream you dream alone is only a dream. A dream you dream together is reality.” ~ John Lennon


