
Prelude is a publication of the Yakima Symphony Orchestra, 32 N. 3rd Street, Suite 333, Yakima, WA 98901. 
Prelude is published during concert season. Issue date: October 18, 1997. Issue #153; October 2021 

Serenade for Strings
Saturday, October 23, 2021 • 7:30pm

The Capitol Theatre
Lawrence Golan, conductor

Featuring the YSO string section!

An evening of classic selections  
for string orchestra

Bach’s Brandenburg Concerti
Saturday, November 20, 2021 •  7:30pm

The Capitol Theatre
Lawrence Golan, conductor

All six 
Brandenburg 
Concerti, 
featuring YSO 
musicians as 
soloists!

october 2021
the rosemary a. c. gottlieb 2021-22 season

Celebrating 50 Years!
Dear Friends of the Yakima Symphony Orchestra:

I am delighted to welcome you to the start of the Rosemary A.C. Gottlieb 2021-
22 Season of the Yakima Symphony Orchestra: Celebrating 50 Years!

The Yakima Valley Classical Series will begin on October 23rd with Serenade for 
Strings, an evening of beautiful music written for string orchestra. This program 
will include three of the most celebrated string orchestra pieces ever written: 
Barber’s Adagio for Strings, Tchaikovsky’s Serenade for Strings, and Ralph Vaughan 
Williams’ Fantasia on a Theme by Thomas Tallis. We will also play the “Andante 
moderato” from String Quartet in G Major by Florence Price, a wonderfully 
talented Black composer from the early to mid 1900’s, and Three Olympians, 
by one of my favorite living composers, Peter Boyer, who also composed Ellis 
Island: The Dream of America that delighted our audience back in 2017. You 
will recognize Barber’s Adagio from numerous television shows, commercials 
and movies, most notably The Elephant Man and Platoon. And according to 
Tchaikovsky himself, the Serenade for Strings is among the composer’s greatest 
works. Coming from a man who wrote some of the most beloved and popular 
pieces of all time, that is quite a statement!

Looking ahead, some other highlights of the Classical Series include the 
complete Bach Brandenburg Concerti, Rimsky-Korsakov’s Scheherazade, Mahler 
Symphony No. 5 and Mendelssohn’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream Overture! 
The Gilbert Orchards Pops Series also includes some blockbusters such as our 
John Williams 90th Birthday Celebration, Bohemian Rhapsody: The Music of 
Queen, and the return of Cirque de la Symphonie—a marriage of great music 
and spectacular acrobatics! The Yakima Symphony Chorus will be featured on 
our Holiday Pops Spectacular, the Queen concert and Mendelssohn’s epic 
cantata Lobgesang.

If you haven’t already done so, please buy your season tickets as soon as 
possible so that you are assured the best possible seats of those that remain.

I look forward to seeing you live and in-person at the Capitol Theatre on 
October 23rd for Serenade for Strings!

Sincerely, 

Lawrence Golan
The Helen N. Jewett Music Director
Yakima Symphony Orchestra

Subscribe to the 
2021-22 Season

Brochure via  
ysomusic.org

YAKIMA VALLEY CLASSICAL SERIES

YAKIMA VALLEY CLASSICAL SERIES

PHOTO BY  
GARY MILLER

https://www.facebook.com/yakimasymphony
www.ysomusic.org
http://twitter.com/YakimaSymphony


From the Executive Director
Before we launch into our new season, I would like to take a moment to 

thank everyone who attended and supported our chamber music programs this 
past spring and summer, which replaced our regular orchestra programming for 
the 2020–21 season. I am especially grateful to the musicians who curated and 
performed those programs under challenging conditions, to the YSO staff who 
went above and beyond to manage the constantly changing parameters for 
production and attendance, and to the staff at the Yakima Convention Center and 
Ford Audio who provided the logistical and technical support which made the 
entire series possible. We also appreciate the hard work of Digital Vendetta and 
the Seasons Performance Hall, who helped us launch the series back in the spring. 

That said, it is great to be coming home to the Capitol Theatre for the opening of 
our 50th Anniversary Season on October 23rd! I should draw your attention to some 
very important changes to how we will operate within the theater, at least in the early 
part of the season. First, please note the Capitol Theatre’s admission requirements, as 
noted on their website. If you have been fully vaccinated, you will need to bring your 
vaccine card and a photo ID. While we were checking cards at our summer concerts, 
the requirement for a photo ID is new; it does not have to be a government-issued 
ID, however. Also new is the requirement, if you are bringing a photo of your card on 
a phone or other device, that you have photos of both sides of your vaccine card. 
Vaccine cards and photo ID will be required of everyone entering the building for 
each concert; this information will not be retained by the theater. 

We have suspended our customary post-concert wine receptions until further 
notice, and the Capitol Theatre will not be opening their bars for wine and beer 
sales this month—only bottled water will be available via cash payment. We will, 
however, continue to present the pre-concert ConcerTalk with YSO Principal Hornist 
Jeff Snedeker, beginning now at 6:30pm, with a couple changes in format: entry 
will be entirely through the front doors of the theater beginning at 6:00pm, and 
everyone will sit in their ticketed concert seating. Because of the document checks 
at the front door for everyone, the theater believes it may take the full 90 minutes 
to seat everyone, so even if you do not usually attend ConcerTalk I encourage you 
to arrive early and take advantage of this opportunity to learn a bit of the ‘back 
story’ to the program. For those contributors to the YSO who are entitled to VIP 
or Valet parking, we are still working to confirm those arrangements; we will be in 
touch as soon as we have those details in place. 

It has been a long road back to this first performance of the season, but we are 
excited to see everyone again in person, and to once again hear our orchestra in its 
native habitat on the Capitol Theatre stage. See you at the symphony!

David W. Rogers
Executive Director

Lunch With Lawrence
Friday, October 22

12:00noon - 1:30pm
Zesta Cucina Restaurant, $30
Join Maestro Lawrence Golan for a 

light lunch and convivial conversation 
about the pieces and composers 
featured in the YSO’s Serenade 
for Strings concert on October 

23. Reservations required. Please 
contact the YSO office (509-248-1414) 
or info@ysomusic.org before Tuesday, 
October 19 to place your ticket order. 

COVID-19 Note: Please bring proof of COVID-19 
vaccination or proof of a negative PCR 
COVID-19 test collected within 72 hours of 
this event. We will use the same verification 
criteria for vaccination and testing as the 
Capitol Theatre; please visit their website  
for details: capitoltheatre.org/announcement.

ConcerTalk
Saturday, October 23 • 6:30pm 

In the Capitol Theatre  
Main Performance Hall

Please sit in your ticketed seat upon 
entering the hall.

Join YSO Principal Horn Jeff 
Snedeker before the YSO’s Serenade 

for Strings concert for an inside 
look at the evening’s program. 

Dr. Snedeker’s extensive knowledge 
of music and entertaining style of 

presentation bring the music and the 
circumstances of its creation to life.

We regret that we are unable to 
provide our customary Saturday 
morning Open Rehearsal for this 

Classical Series program.

www.capitoltheatre.org/announcement
www.erickey.com


Affiliate & Partnership Updates
Yakima Youth Symphony Orchestra (YYSO) &   
Yakima Ensemble for Strings (YES!)  
Bruce Walker, YYSO Conductor; Christy Baisinger, YES! Conductor

The YYSO and YES are thrilled to be together again! Rehearsals 
started via Zoom on September 13th and in person on September 20th. 
Enrollment for this exciting season is open continuously during the fall 
semester via video audition. To learn about the audition components and 
requirements, visit www.ysomusic.org  and click on the Youth Symphony 
on the “Connecting” tab. To sign up for an audition, click on the Audition 
Form link on this same page. Tuition will be pro-rated for students who join 
throughout the fall semester. Questions? Contact the youth symphony via 
yyso.yes@gmail.com. To learn about the benefits of participating in the 
youth symphony, visit www.ysomusic.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/18-
19-Benefits-of-Youth-Symphony-2016-03-03.pdf.

Yakima Symphony Chorus (YSC) / Justin Raffa, Chorusmaster

The Yakima Symphony Chorus is excited this month to resume in-person 
rehearsals in preparation for December’s Holiday Pops Spectacular. Due 
to the COVID transmission risks associated with group singing, for this 
first program and until further notice we are limiting participation only 
to those singers who can provide proof of full vaccination. While local 
infection and hospitalization rates remain high, we also are wearing 
masks to sing, and providing some separation between singers. As 
circumstances change, rehearsal and performance protocols will be  
re-evaluated and modified accordingly. 

New members are welcome, especially those who sing tenor or bass. 
Rehearsals take place Monday evenings from 7:00-9:30 in the chapel 
at St. Paul Cathedral in Yakima. Following the holiday program in early 
December, the chorus will join the orchestra for Bohemian Rhapsody—The 
Music of Queen in late February and a commercial recording project with 
Mendelssohn’s Lobgesang to celebrate YSO’s 50th anniversary in early June. 
A program without orchestra also is scheduled for early spring. No prior 
audition is required—for more information, contact chorusmaster Justin 
Raffa at chorusmaster@ysomusic.org.

Yakima Music en Acción (YAMA) / Josh Gianola, YSO Teaching Artist

Yakima Music en Acción is an El Sistema-inspired string orchestra program 
centered around empowering youth through musical excellence. Gearing 
up for another rich year of creative programming, the staff of YAMA are 
busy planning for a Covid-Safe in-person experience for students and staff. 
Since 2013 YAMA has been quick to adapt to any obstacle, whether growing 
from 11 to 120 students in five years or moving to the online format last year. 
YAMA’s 11 staff members work to provide students with an equitable and 
safe experience as they navigate the orchestral landscape and are firmly 
committed to achieving the highest levels of artistic mastery in a culturally 
rich setting.  

 Last year, YAMA was able to offer a wide variety of virtual options for 
students. There were instrument-specific technique classes, courses on how 
to hit the ground running after high school, and designated times to simply 
connect socially online with games, listening parties, and Zoom breakout 
rooms. In the pandemic environment of near constant screen-time, YAMA 
focused on enriching the lives of our students rather than adding to that 
stress; classes were designed to be fun, informal, and dictated by the capacity 
of each student.  

 To learn more about YAMA, visit our website, yamamusic.org. You could 
also check out our Facebook or YouTube channel to see our latest content 
and stay up to date with announcements, learnings, and events. 

Enjoy the YSO’s column, forte, 
published monthly in the 

Yakima Herald-Republic’s SCENE 
section (www.yakimaherald.com) 

Past columns may be accessed  
via links on our website, 

www.ysomusic.org

Special Gala Concert
Joshua Bell 

With the Yakima Symphony Orchestra

July 2022

The Capitol Theatre

Additional details and  
ticket information coming soon!
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Beethoven Bear and Berlioz Bear are 
missing their monthly visits to the Yakima 
Valley Museum for “Meet the Orchestra.” 
Like all musicians during the COVID-19 
pandemic, they continue to practice their 
instruments at home. Please think of 
them when you are playing with your YSO 
“Instruments of the Orchestra” Matching 

Game and listening 
to music. They look 
forward to being back 
at the museum as soon 
as possible! 

Beethoven Bear wearing his 
mask during the COVID-19 
pandemic

Meet The Orchestra!

www.yamamusic.org
https://www.facebook.com/yama.program
https://www.youtube.com/user/YAMAOrchestra
https://www.yakimaherald.com/scene


The Rosemary A. C. Gottlieb 2021-22 Season

The Yakima Valley Classical Series

Serenade for Strings
October 23, 2021, 7:30pm

Bach’s Brandenburg Concerti
November 20, 2021, 7:30pm

Scheherazade and Other Remarkable Women
January 29, 2022, 7:30pm
Angelique Poteat, clarinet

Spring Celebration
March 19, 2022, 7:30pm
Efe Baltacıgil, cello

Mahler 5
April 30, 2022, 7:30pm

Season Finale: The Magnificent Mendelssohn
June 11, 2022, 7:30pm
Yakima Symphony Chorus; Justin Raffa, chorusmaster

Special Gala Concert

Joshua Bell
July 2022

The Yakima Symphony Orchestra 2021-22 season includes six Classical Series concerts, five Pops Series concerts and one Special Gala Concert at the 
Capitol Theatre. Performances are conducted by YSO Music Director Lawrence Golan. It also includes a choral concert conducted by Justin Raffa.

The Gilbert Orchards Pops Series

Holiday Pops Spectacular
December 4, 2021, 7:30pm OR  
December 5, 2021, 4:00pm matinee
Yakima Symphony Chorus; Justin Raffa, chorusmaster

The Music of John Williams: 90th Birthday Celebration
January 8, 2022, 7:30pm

Bohemian Rhapsody: The Music of Queen
February 26, 2022, 7:30pm
Jeans ‘n Classics
Yakima Symphony Chorus; Justin Raffa, chorusmaster

Villalobos Brothers
May 14, 2022, 7:30pm

Cirque de la Symphonie
June 25, 2022, 7:30pm

Yakima Symphony Chorus

Serenade to Music
Justin Raffa, conductor
This celebratory program includes Britten’s Rejoice in the Lamb 
and the Serenade to Music by Vaughan Williams.

Visit www.ysomusic.org for updates on concert safety protocols.

Yakima Symphony Orchestra. Photo by Gary Miller.


