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July Festival!

Yakima Valley Classical Series
Tuesday, July 20 

2:00pm and 7:30pm 
Yakima Convention Center 

Lux Aeterna: Brass Reflections 
Old and new music for brass quintet, 

from Gabrieli to Garrop 

Gilbert Orchards Pops Series
Wednesday, July 21
2:00pm and 7:30pm 

Yakima Convention Center 
Wind Song 

Instrumental music and arrangements 
of famous arias by opera composers for 

flute, oboe and piano

Gilbert Orchards Pops Series 
Saturday, July 24

2:00pm and 7:30pm 
Yakima Convention Center 

YSO Percussion: Inside Jams 
Entertaining selections showcasing the 
versatility of the YSO percussion section 

in pairs, trios and quartets 

— continued next page —

Gearing Up for an Exciting Year
Dear Friends of the Yakima Symphony Orchestra:

I hope that you are doing well and excited to be emerging from the pandemic. We 
at the Yakima Symphony Orchestra are thrilled to be performing again in front of live 
audiences, and we’re looking forward to a great year ahead!

In July, we will present the remainder of our chamber music concerts at the 
Convention Center in festival format—meaning that there will be several different 
concerts condensed into a two-week period. This is a great opportunity for you to 
hear and see several of the outstanding musicians of the YSO in a relatively intimate 
musical setting, just a handful of players at a time.

I, myself, have been eagerly awaiting the time when circumstances would allow 
for a larger, conducted ensemble to perform for a live audience. That time has finally 
come, and I will return to Yakima to conduct the final concert of our summer festival 
on July 31st. It will be a program called Wind Band Classics and will feature the 
tremendously talented musicians of our woodwind section. We’ll be doing three 
fantastic pieces: the Suite in B-flat Major by Richard Strauss, the Serenade for Wind 
Instruments by Arthur Bird and the Serenade in D Minor by Antonín Dvořák. These 
are all beautiful pieces from the height of the Romantic Era and I know that you will 
enjoy them immensely!

I also am extremely excited that we will be presenting a glorious season of 
full orchestra concerts beginning in October—all in celebration of the Yakima 
Symphony Orchestra’s 50th anniversary. Some of the highlights of the Yakima 
Valley Classical Series include Tchaikovsky’s Serenade for Strings, the complete Bach 
Brandenburg Concerti, Rimsky-Korsakov’s Scheherazade, Mahler Symphony No. 5 
and Mendelssohn’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream Overture! The Gilbert Orchards Pops 
Series also includes some blockbusters such as our John Williams 90th Birthday 
Celebration, Bohemian Rhapsody: The Music of Queen, and the return of Cirque 
de la Symphonie—a marriage of great music and spectacular acrobatics! The Yakima 
Symphony Chorus will be featured on our Holiday Pops Spectacular, the Queen 
concert and Mendelssohn’s epic cantata Lobgesang. If you haven’t already done so, 
please buy your season tickets as soon as possible so that you are assured the best 
possible seats of those that remain.

I hope you will enjoy our July chamber music festival and I just can’t wait to see 
you all again live, in person, on July 31st!

Sincerely, 

Lawrence Golan
The Helen N. Jewett Music Director
Yakima Symphony Orchestra

http://twitter.com/YakimaSymphony
https://www.facebook.com/yakimasymphony


Yakima Valley Classical Series
Sunday, July 25

2:00pm and 7:30pm 
Yakima Convention Center 

Heroic Horn Trios 
The classic Brahms Horn Trio and other 

works for horn, violin and piano by 
Elizabeth Raum and Ethel Smyth 

Gilbert Orchards Pops Series 
Wednesday, July 28
2:00pm and 7:30pm 

Yakima Convention Center 
Rags, Tangos and Rhythms of the Soul 

Popular dance styles and jazz standards 
of the 20th century, arranged or 

composed for string quartet 

Yakima Valley Classical Series
Saturday, July 31

7:30pm only! 
Yakima Convention Center 

Wind Band Classics 
Music for winds by Antonín Dvořák, 

Richard Strauss and Arthur Bird
Lawrence Golan, conductor

From the Executive Director
Since we resumed live performances in April, each month has brought a new 

set of state guidelines for our musicians and audiences, intended to provide the 
safest possible environment for indoor concert gatherings. Now that the state has 
relaxed audience requirements, we are at once excited to be able to offer broader 
access to our performances but also mindful that our region of the state has not 
come close to meeting the advertised vaccination criteria that led the governor to 
lift attendance restrictions.  

Accordingly, we are working to make it possible to offer some limited single-
ticket access to our July festival concerts, but we are still in the process of 
determining how best to address the growing risk presented by more transmissible 
COVID-19 variants given our region’s relatively low vaccination rate. Please return to 
our website in the days to come for updates to this information. We will continue to 
make these programs available at first only to subscribers, so that we can gauge our 
audience capacity needs prior to allowing others access. Three days prior to each 
concert, we will open any remaining capacity to non-subscribers on a single-ticket 
basis, by online purchase only. Single tickets may be purchased until 11:59pm on 
the day prior to any concert. 

  We will continue to use the Passage ticketing system for these programs. 
Subscribers will again receive details by email and/or regular mail with instructions 
and links to register for each program in their series—these should have arrived 
by Monday, July 12th. Non-subscribers can keep an eye on the YSO website for 
instructions on how to purchase single-ticket access, which will be posted later 
that week. If there are seats still available for our initial program July 20th, those will 
become available online on July 17th and will remain available until 11:59pm on 
the 19th. Due to limited staffing and the demands of our compressed subscription 
renewal window, we regret that we will not be able to take single-ticket orders by 
phone or mail, and we will not be able to sell single tickets at the door due to the 
need to pre-set distanced and non-distanced seating sections.  

 Earlier this spring, we had to empty out our offices for renovations, and since 
that time we have so far been too busy to unpack and re-transition from home 
offices back to our downtown space. While you may find someone answering the 
phones from time to time, our front door will remain closed at least through July. We 
look forward to welcoming everyone back in when we are able. In the meantime, if 
you have not purchased or renewed your subscription please do so as soon as you 
can. Our guaranteed seating deadline may have passed, but we will do our best to 
place everyone as close as possible to where they would like to be. 

See you at the symphony! 
David W. Rogers

Executive Director

https://bestpathforward.com/


Affiliate & Partnership Updates
Yakima Youth Symphony Orchestra (YYSO) &   
Yakima Ensemble for Strings (YES!) 
Bruce Walker, YYSO Conductor; Christy Baisinger, YES! Conductor

Spring auditions for the 2021-22 YYSO-YES season have been completed. 
Please check the YYSO-YES affiliate webpage on the YSO website 
(www.ysomusic.org) for updates on late summer auditions.

Yakima Symphony Chorus (YSC) / Justin Raffa, Chorusmaster

The Yakima Symphony Chorus is beginning preparations to resume 
singing activity, together and in person, later this fall. Our first project 
for the new season will be the annual Holiday Pops Spectacular with 
the orchestra in December. This will be followed in 2022 by the Queen 
tribute show, our long-delayed program without orchestra which includes 
Vaughan Williams’ Serenade to Music (we are still pinpointing the exact date 
for that performance), and the season’s major project: the “Lobgesang” 
by Mendelssohn, which will be included in a commercial recording 
commemorating the YSO’s 50th Anniversary. 

 We welcome new singers—rehearsals are Monday evenings from 
7:00-9:15, most likely beginning sometime in October for our first project. 
For more information, please contact Chorusmaster Justin Raffa at 
chorusmaster@ysomusic.org, and watch here for updates in the fall!

Yakima Music en Acción (YAMA) / Josh Gianola, YSO Teaching Artist

Yakima Music en Acción, an El Sistema-inspired string orchestra program 
centered around empowering youth through musical excellence, has just 
wrapped up a rich and gratifying year of online programming.  Since 2013, 
YAMA has been quick to adapt to any obstacle, whether growing from 11 
to 120 students in five years or moving an entire curriculum to the online 
format. YAMA’s thirteen staff members work to provide students with an 
equitable and safe experience as they navigate the orchestral landscape and 
are firmly committed to achieving the highest levels of artistic mastery in a 
culturally rich setting.

This year, YAMA was able to offer a wide variety of virtual options for 
students. There were instrument-specific technique classes, courses on how 
to hit the ground running after high school, and even designated times 
simply to connect socially online with games, listening parties and breakout 
rooms. In the current environment of near constant screen-time, YAMA 
endeavors to enrich the lives of our students rather than add to the stress. 
Thus classes were designed to be fun, informal, and dictated by the capacity 
of each student.  

 This year we said farewell to five graduating seniors. Anthony Marquez, 
Liset Villanueva, Nataly Mendoza, Joana Garcia and Pedro Gonzales will all be 
missed, but we are so excited to see what positive impacts they will have in 
their bright futures!  

 To learn more about YAMA, visit our website, www.yamamusic.org. You 
could also check out our Facebook or YouTube channel to see our latest 
content and stay up to date with announcements, learnings, and events. 

The  
Rosemary A. C. Gottlieb  

2021–22 Season
Celebrating 50 Years

Subscribe today!
Request a brochure via info@ysomusic.org

or view online at www.ysomusic.org

YSO From Home
Explore the YSO’s Scrapbook Page  

at www.ysomusic.org!

– Interviews with YSO musicians –

– Videos created by YSO musicians –

– Short performances by YSO musicians –

Enjoy the YSO’s column, forte, published monthly 
in the Yakima Herald-Republic’s SCENE section 

(www.yakimaherald.com) Past columns may be accessed  
via links on our website, www.ysomusic.org

Special Gala Concert
Joshua Bell 

With the Yakima Symphony Orchestra

July 2022
The Capitol Theatre

Additional details and  
ticket information coming soon!
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The YSO is thrilled to announce  
the extension of Music Director 

Lawrence Golan’s contract 
through the 2028–29 season. 
We look forward to the next 

eight years of an exciting and 
productive collaboration!



The Rosemary A. C. Gottlieb 2021-22 Season

The Yakima Valley Classical Series
Serenade for Strings
October 23, 2021, 7:30pm

Bach’s Brandenburg Concerti
November 20, 2021, 7:30pm

Scheherazade and Other Remarkable Women
January 29, 2022, 7:30pm
Angelique Poteat, clarinet

Spring Celebration
March 19, 2022, 7:30pm
Efe Baltacıgil, cello

Mahler 5
April 30, 2022, 7:30pm

Season Finale: The Magnificent Mendelssohn
June 11, 2022, 7:30pm
Yakima Symphony Chorus; Justin Raffa, chorusmaster

The Yakima Symphony Orchestra 2021-22 season includes six Classical Series concerts, five Pops Series concerts and one Special Gala Concert at the 
Capitol Theatre. Performances are conducted by YSO Music Director Lawrence Golan. It also includes a choral concert conducted by Justin Raffa.

Yakima Symphony Chorus
Serenade to Music
Justin Raffa, conductor
This celebratory program includes Britten’s Rejoice in the Lamb and the 
Serenade to Music by Vaughan Williams.

The Gilbert Orchards Pops Series
Holiday Pops Spectacular
December 4, 2021, 7:30pm OR  
December 5, 2021, 4:00pm matinee
Yakima Symphony Chorus; Justin Raffa, chorusmaster

The Music of John Williams: 90th Birthday Celebration
January 8, 2022, 7:30pm

Bohemian Rhapsody: The Music of Queen
February 26, 2022, 7:30pm
Jeans ‘n Classics
Yakima Symphony Chorus; Justin Raffa, chorusmaster

Villalobos Brothers
May 14, 2022, 7:30pm

Cirque de la Symphonie
June 25, 2022, 7:30pm

Subscribe to the YSO's 2021-22 Season today!
www.ysomusic.org

www.ysomusic.org

