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Two Exciting Events 
 Dear Friends of the Yakima Symphony Orchestra: 

 I hope that you are holding up all right in what has proven to be a very unusual 
year! To help brighten your spirits, we at the Yakima Symphony Orchestra have two 
upcoming events that I think you will enjoy. 

 On Thursday, December 10 at 8:00 pm we will be partnering with Northwest 
Public Broadcasting (NWPB) for a Radio Concert—Holiday Highlights with the Yakima 
Symphony Orchestra. This program will include highlights from past performances 
of the Yakima Symphony Orchestra’s beloved and highly acclaimed Holiday Pops 
Spectacular. Known for its blend of classic holiday fare and new, innovative and exciting 
offerings, this annual event has something for everyone—and has been different every 
year. This radio broadcast will feature many of the more innovative aspects of the 
programing. You may listen via your public radio station or online via www.nwpb.org. 

On Saturday, January 9 at 7:30 pm we will present our next YSO Roundtable. This 
one is called Collaborating with the Chorus. I will convene a roundtable on the subject 
of producing choral-orchestral collaborations. I will be joined by Yakima Symphony 
Chorusmaster Justin Raffa and other special guests. The event will culminate with 
a video-recorded YSO-YSC performance of Schubert’s Magnificat. This is a free, real-
time virtual event. Register before 3:30 pm on January 9 via www.ysomusic.org. 

I hope you will tune in for these events, and I am really looking forward to seeing 
you all again live, in person, just as soon as possible. 

Sincerely, Sincerely,

Lawrence Golan
The Helen N. Jewett Music Director
Yakima Symphony Orchestra

november 2020
the rosemary a. c. gottlieb 2020-21 season

December 10, Thursday • 8:00pm: 

Northwest Public Broadcasting 
Radio Concert—Holiday 

Highlights with the Yakima 
Symphony Orchestra!

This radio broadcast will include 
highlights from past performances 

of YSO’s annual Holiday Pops 
Spectacular. Known for its blend 
of classic holiday fare and new, 
innovative holiday selections 
highlighting a different guest 

ensemble each year, this program 
is an audience favorite. 

Listen via your public radio station 
or online via www.nwpb.org.

January 9, Saturday • 7:30pm: 

YSO Roundtable: 
Lawrence Golan and Yakima 

Symphony Chorusmaster 
Justin Raffa—

Collaborating with the Chorus

A free, real-time virtual event. 
Get the back story on how 
the volunteer chorus and 

professional symphony prepare 
for collaborations, and enjoy a 
recorded video performance.

Register by 3:30pm on Saturday, 
January 9. We will send you a 

Zoom link to the event. 

From the Executive Director
Earlier this month, YSO made an announcement about our December and January 

concert dates by way of email, social media and a press release. For those who regularly 
look to electronic sources for news, much of what you read here will look familiar; but as 
we know many YSO patrons do not,  or also enjoy receiving our printed publications, I 
would like to be sure this information is available in print as well.

Early in August, we shared that it would not be possible to present our season 
programming through December as originally planned. At that time, we were not 
yet ready to rule out a live holiday performance of some kind, and we were hopeful 
that circumstances might improve to the point that our smaller Brandenburg 
orchestra might still be possible. While Yakima has been moved officially to Phase 
2 of Washington’s Safe Start program, COVID-19 infection trends are now moving 
in the wrong direction, and we currently have no performance venue available 
large enough to safely accommodate a chamber orchestra; so at this time we are 
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taking both our December 5-6 Holiday Pops Spectacular dates and our January 9 
Brandenburg date off the performance calendar. As with our earlier concerts, each 
of these programs will be replaced on the subscription season by a chamber music 
program on a date to be determined. These programs will be announced later in 
the month of December, along with plans for the remainder of our scheduled 2020-
21 season.

I would, however, like to share some good news. The Washington State Arts 
Commission has submitted a proposal for the performing arts under Washington’s 
Safe Start reopening program which, if approved, would allow for limited live 
performances with audience as early as Phase 3, rather than having to wait for Phase 
4 as under the current protocol. A recent survey has revealed that our subscription 
audience prefers to wait for live performances rather than jump immediately into 
virtual-only concerts, and with this potential change in guidelines and the improving 
prospects for a viable vaccine it is far more likely that we might be able to resume 
some kind of performance activity by late winter or early spring.

While the program of Bach’s Brandenburg concerti will not occur in January, 
we are still hopeful that chamber orchestra performances might be possible by 
late spring or summer, before the conclusion of our reconfigured 2020–21 season. 
We would like to thank our subscribers for your patience as we have continued 
to evaluate prospects for the season, and we ask for yet a bit more patience as 
we continue to analyze survey data and explore potential alternate venues for live 
programming, which may include both indoor and outdoor locations depending 
on the time of year. We expect to have a great deal more clarity regarding our 
scheduled February-May programming in the next month, and this will enable us 
to offer clearer information and options to you by the end of December.

In the meantime, we will continue to present new virtual programming, 
including the “Holiday Highlights” and “YSO Roundtable” events noted on the first 
page of this newsletter. And if you have not caught each of the video presentations 
in our “Music from Home” video series on our website, www.ysomusic.org, I hope 
you’ll take a moment to enjoy these entertaining and informative glimpses into our 
musicians’ professional lives.

The musicians of the Yakima Symphony Orchestra are eager to return to the stage, 
and we are eager to find ways to bring them back and to see all of you there as soon as 
it is safe to do so. We look forward to sharing more information with you next month, 
but if you have questions in the meantime please email us at info@ysomusic.org, or 
leave a message at our office number: (509) 248-1414. Please note that our office 
downtown is still closed, so we will return phone messages as soon as it is practical.

Thanks again for your patience and support!
David Rogers, Executive Director

Yakima Symphony Orchestra 

Music From  
Home Videos

www.ysomusic.org
On the YSO website Home and 
Video Collection pages and via social 
media—Enjoy fun and informative 
videos created by YSO musicians, 
such as:
• Performing as a Soloist by Denise 

Dillenbeck, YSO Concertmaster
• How to Read Percussion Music 

by Josh Gianola, YSO Principal 
Percussion

• The Physics of Brass Playing by 
David McLemore, YSO Principal 
Tuba

• Lyric Études by Ryan Hare, YSO 
Principal Bassoon

• The “French” Horn by Jeffrey 
Snedeker, YSO Principal Horn

• The Symphony Piano by Anne 
Schilperoort, YSO Principal 
Keyboard

• The Trombone Family by Sara Mayo, 
YSO Principal Trombone

• Auditioning for an Orchestra 
by Denise Dillenbeck, YSO 
Concertmaster

• The Percussion Family by Josh 
Gianola, YSO Principal Percussion

• The Tuba Family by David 
McLemore, YSO Principal Tuba

• The History of the Horn Part I by 
Jeffrey Snedeker, YSO Principal 
Horn

New videos are posted on Saturdays.

http://erickey.com


Affiliate & Partnership Updates
Yakima Youth Symphony Orchestra (YYSO) &   
Yakima Ensemble for Strings (YES!) 
Bruce Walker, YYSO Conductor; Christy Baisinger, YES! Conductor

The Yakima Youth Symphony Orchestra and Yakima Ensemble for Strings 
continue to implement a fully virtual fall semester. This 14-week series has 
included an interactive “Meet the Composers” seminar with composers Jeff 
Ball, Angelique Poteat and Chris Thomas where students learned about 
composing music for orchestra, movies and video games; a seminar on 
“Preparing to Perform Beethoven 7” featuring Maestro Lawrence Golan 
and four YSO musicians (Rachel Nesvig–violin, Kara Hunnicutt–cello, Hal 
Ott–flute and Angelique Poteat–clarinet); and a “Masterclass with Lawrence 
Golan” featuring performances by five YYSO students. Two additional 
seminars are in the wings: “Music as an Agent of Change; Change as an Agent 
of Music” led by YYSO conductor Bruce Walker and “Preparing for Gigs” led 
by YES conductor Christy Baisinger. YYSO students also have been exploring 
Beethoven Symphony No. 7 more deeply throughout the semester, learning 
about melody, harmony, history, form, analysis and more. They also have been 
playing “Musical for Social Distancing,” a unique opportunity to participate in 
the music of our time. YES students have been working on eight different 
pieces of music, many of them dance-inspired.

Planning is in process for the spring semester. Please check the affiliate 
youth symphony page on the YSO website, www.ysomusic.org, for updates 
and information on auditioning for and enrolling in the youth symphony 
ensembles.

Yakima Symphony Chorus (YSC) / Justin Raffa, Chorusmaster

The Yakima Symphony Chorus has completed four of six offerings in this 
fall’s “Choral Connections” series, with sessions conducted via Zoom on topics 
ranging from choral score markings to diction and the phonetic alphabet. 
Two sessions still remain, on November 30th and December 7th, the first on 
ear training and the second on sightreading. These workshops are open to 
anyone at no cost, and registration is simple; just click on the link to each 
session at www.ysomusic.org/connecting/yakima-symphony-chorus. 

While we don’t yet know when ensemble singing will once again be safe, 
we are optimistic that a vaccine in the months ahead may speed our return 
to the stage, and we look forward to gathering to make music once again. 
For information on joining the chorus, you can contact chorusmaster Justin 
Raffa at chorusmaster@ysomusic.org. 

Yakima Music en Acción (YAMA) / Josh Gianola, YSO Teaching Artist

Yakima Music en Acción, an El Sistema-inspired string orchestra program 
centered around empowering students through musical excellence, is diving 
headfirst into our 2020 programming year online! Since 2013, YAMA has been 
quick to adapt to any obstacle, whether it’s growing from 11 to 120 students in 
five years or moving an entire curriculum to the online format. YAMA’s 13 staff 
members work to provide students with an equitable and safe experience as 
they navigate the orchestral landscape and are firmly committed to achieving 
the highest levels of artistic mastery in a culturally rich setting.

Currently YAMA is offering a wide variety of virtual offerings. There are 
instrument-specific technique classes, courses on how to hit the ground 
running after high school, and even designated times simply  to connect 
socially online with games, listening parties, and breakout rooms. In our 
current environment of near constant screen-time, YAMA endeavors to enrich 
the lives of our students rather than add to the stress. Therefore classes are 
designed to be fun, informal, and dictated by the capacity of each student.

To learn more about YAMA, visit our website, yamamusic.org. You could 
also check out our Facebook or YouTube channel to see our latest content 
and stay up to date with announcements, learnings, and events.

Meet The Orchestra!

Beethoven Bear and Berlioz Bear are 
missing their monthly visits to the Yakima 
Valley Museum for “Meet the Orchestra.” 
Like all musicians during the Covid-19 
pandemic, they continue to practice their 
instruments at home. Please think of 
them when you are playing with your YSO 
“Instruments of the Orchestra” Matching 

Game and listening 
to music. They look 
forward to being back 
at the museum as soon 
as possible! 

Beethoven Bear wearing his 
mask during the COVID-19 
pandemic

YSO forte Columns 
in the Yakima 

Herald-Republic
Links to more than 180 YSO forte 

columns are on the “In The News” page 
of our website www.ysomusic.org 

Enjoy interesting and insightful columns 
by YSO musicians and staff.

New columns are published in print and 
online on Thursdays.



the rosemary a. c. gottlieb 2020-21 season
In Full Bloom— Celebrating 50 Years!

The Yakima Valley Classical Series

Opening Night: Tchaikovsky’s 5th
Postponed/Reconfigured*

Planting the Seeds: Bach’s Brandenburg Concerti
Postponed/Reconfigured*

Celebrating Our Roots: Mozart 
and the Magic of Mexico

February 6, 2021, 7:30pm
Lawrence Golan, conductor and violin 
Nicholas Bardonnay, photographer & 
multimedia artist

Spring Blossoms
March 20, 2021, 7:30pm
Efe Baltacıgil, cello

In Full Bloom: Mahler 5
April 17, 2021, 7:30pm

Season Finale: The Magnificent Mendelssohn
May 22, 2021, 7:30pm
Yakima Symphony Chorus; 

Justin Raffa, chorusmaster

We are reconfiguring the 50th Season of the Yakima Symphony Orchestra to allow for the possibility of performances during the period of 
restricted stage and venue capacity due to Covid-19. Updated information will be forthcoming toward the end of December 2020.

Yakima Symphony Chorus  
Serenade to Music
Postponed

The Gilbert Orchards Pops Series

Cirque de la Symphonie
Postponed/Reconfigured*

Hooray For Hollywood
Postponed/Reconfigured*

Holiday Pops Spectacular
Postponed/Reconfigured*

Bohemian Rhapsody: The Music of Queen
February 27, 2021, 7:30pm
Jeans ‘n Classics
Yakima Symphony Chorus; 

Justin Raffa, chorusmaster

Lindsay Deutsch: Violin Rock Star
May 8, 2021, 7:30pm
Lindsay Deutsch, violin

Special Gala Concert
Joshua Bell
May 4, 2021, 7:30pm
The Capitol Theatre

* This program will be replaced on the 
2020–21 season with a chamber music 
program on a date to be announced

December 10, Thursday • 8:00pm: 

Northwest Public Broadcasting 
Radio Concert 

Holiday Highlights with the 
Yakima Symphony Orchestra!

January 9, Saturday • 7:30pm: 

YSO Roundtable  
Collaborating with the Chorus 

www.ysomusic.org

Yakima Symphony Orchestra at the Capitol Theatre, February 8, 2020.  Photo credit: Gary Miller




