
Raise the Baton Annual Fundraiser
June 27–July 11
Ode to Storytelling

The YSO’s annual 
fundraiser, Raise the 
Baton, has been 
reconfigured to 
accommodate the 
new temporary 
reality of our 
‘virtual-only’ 
environment. In 
March, we extended 

hope that we would be able to gather in 
person in June to celebrate the YSO at Raise 
the Baton. Our priority is to be together; the 
essence of our most fundamental work—live, 
orchestral music—can only truly be 
experienced when we collectively, musicians 
and audience, are present with and for one 
another. Rarely has this been felt more 
poignantly than during the Covid-19 
pandemic. While our ability to be together in 
person has been paused, the joy and beauty 
created and inspired by live, orchestral music 
endures. As we close this season of One 
Thousand and One Nights, we again celebrate 
storytelling and share it in new forms in our 
Raise the Baton events and opportunities. 

June 27, 7:30pm: Storytellers Live, Virtual 
Soirée; register via www.ysomusic.org

June 27–July 11: Auction. Items and details 
via www.ysomusic.org.

June 27–July 11: Raise the Baton (Paddle) 
via donation. Visit www.ysomusic.org for 
details.

Date TBD: Video by Swil Kanim, violinist 
and storyteller; details will be sent by email 
and social media.

July 11, 7:30pm: Storytellers Live, Virtual 
Concert; register via www.ysomusic.org

Quite a Year!
Dear Friends and Supporters of the Yakima Symphony Orchestra:

The Rosemary A.C. Gottlieb 2019–20 Season has been quite a year—in 
many different ways!  

We began the season with Great Ladies of Swing, starring Dee Daniels 
and showcasing songs made famous by Ella Fitzgerald, Sarah Vaughan, Billie 
Holiday and Peggy Lee. Our classical series kicked off with Bolero, an All-
French program featuring music of Debussy and Ravel, including the brilliant 
piano playing of Cliburn Gold Medalist Yekwon  Sunwoo, and the Yakima 
premiere of Lili Boulanger’s Of a Spring Morning. For Halloween, we presented 
a screening of the classic Boris Karloff Frankenstein! with the orchestra 
performing the soundtrack live along with the film, our first foray into this 
medium. Our season-long thread of music written by female composers 
continued with Made in America, featuring Joan Tower’s 2005 Grammy 
Award-winning composition of the same name, along with a beautiful 
performance of the Dvořák Cello Concerto by Mark Kosower, principal cellist 
of the Cleveland Orchestra. For the Holiday Pops Spectacular, the orchestra 
and chorus were joined by dancers from the Yakima School of Ballet 
performing selections from The Nutcracker.

Our Symphonic Dances program in February may have elicited the 
greatest variety of responses, from the excitement and beauty of Tchaikovsky’s 
Swan Lake Suite to Rachmaninoff’s surprising Symphonic Dances and the 
intriguing colors of Gabriela Lena Frank’s Three Latin-American Dances. The 
Yakima Symphony Chorus joined us for Name That Tune, a concert that 
included very recognizable classical music with not so recognizable names, 
along with Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue featuring American pianist Steven 
Mayer. Speaking of the Symphony Chorus, I was delighted to participate as 
violinist in their concert featuring Sarah Mattox’s Heart Mountain suite about 
the impact of Japanese internment camps in Yakima during WWII. I was equally 
pleased to join Steven Mayer in a recital for violin and piano at The Seasons.

Since our live performances have been put on hold, we now present 
From Home, a weekly online series sponsored by Valley Mall which highlights 
our musicians. We also have partnered with Northwest Public Radio for a 
Beethoven Birthday Bash radio concert and presented Conversation and a 
Concert with Lawrence Golan, an interactive online event featuring discussion 
and presentation of a past YSO performance.

As I said, it has been quite a year! We are all eagerly awaiting the return of  
live performances and are really looking forward to the 50th season!

Sincerely, 

Lawrence Golan
The Helen N. Jewett Music Director
Yakima Symphony Orchestra

Prelude is a publication of the Yakima Symphony Orchestra, 32 N. 3rd Street, Suite 333, Yakima, WA 98901. 
Prelude is published during concert season. Issue date: October 18, 1997. Issue #147; June/July 2020 
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https://www.facebook.com/yakimasymphony?ref=mf


From the Executive Director
As a most unusual performance season draws to a close, I would like 

to express my gratitude to you, our dedicated and patient patrons, for 
your support and encouragement as we have adapted to the remarkable 
circumstances of the past three months. As we have worked hard to 
continue to create more visible opportunities to connect with music and 
our musicians, day-to-day operations have been running on overdrive 
behind the scenes for more than three months now. Kudos to our YSO 
administrative and production staff, who have been working from home 
to process subscription orders and ticket cancellations, to tie up the 
loose ends from the last several months, and to prepare for whatever the 
upcoming season may bring. With no one in the office to receive incoming 
calls in real time, we realize that it is often taking longer than usual to 
reach back out to you, and the technology itself isn’t always as reliable as 
we would like.

There is still much we don’t know about what will be possible and 
at what time in the months ahead. We are compiling information and 
brainstorming options, and we expect to be able to determine by late 
July more precisely what we will be able to do this fall; we are postponing 
any major decisions about our planned season until that time. Gathering 
together is at the heart of what we do, with musicians and an audience 
collaborating to create unforgettable experiences. We will strive to do this 
in whatever ways may be possible in a prudent and responsible manner, 
given restrictions on the size of public assemblies which may be in effect 
at any given point in the season.

In the meantime, we will continue to develop opportunities to 
bring our YSO musicians in contact with our community by whatever 
means are available. While Zoom is far from an ideal platform for musical 
performance, we look forward to seeing many of you there while we are 
limited in our options for a live public presence. Thanks again to Valley Mall 
for their support in our From Home efforts—once we are able to open 
our community a bit more to in-person activity, look for some additional 
elements to that partnership. 

As Maestro Golan has noted, we have much to celebrate from the 
season just ending, and much to look forward to as we eagerly anticipate 
our return to the stage. Thanks again for joining us on this fascinating 
journey into the unexpected, and – one day soon – we’ll see you again at 
the symphony!

 David Rogers, Executive Director
Yakima Symphony Orchestra

2019–20 Ticket Holders
If you are holding tickets for cancelled 
2019–20 concerts, here are options for your 
tickets:  

Convert to Donation: We encourage you to  
convert your ticket purchase into a donation 
to our annual fund if you are able to do so. If 
you purchased your ticket after July 1, 2019, 
the additional $1 Patron User Fee will be 
donated to the Capitol Theatre (you will 
receive a separate acknowledgment from the 
theater). 

Exchange for Voucher: You may exchange 
your ticket for a ticket voucher, which can 
be used in the same price section for any 
upcoming Classical Series concert through 
the 2020-21 season, subject to availability. 

Refund Request: If there is not an upcoming 
concert that you would like to attend, and if 
you prefer not to make a donation, we can 
provide a refund of your ticket. 

Contact us by:

• Email (fastest response): info@ysomusic.org 

• Phone and leave us a message:  
509-248-1414

Please provide this information in your email 
or phone message: 

• First and last name

• Phone Number

• Which option you are requesting for your 
tickets (Convert to Donation, Exchange for 
Voucher, Refund Request)

https://bestpathforward.com/


Affiliate & Partnership Updates
Yakima Youth Symphony Orchestra (YYSO) &   
Yakima Ensemble for Strings (YES!) 
Bruce Walker, YYSO Conductor; Christy Baisinger, YES! Conductor

This season’s YYSO-YES Spring Concert was to have featured YYSO 
performing Beethoven’s Egmont Overture, Carwithen’s Suffolk Suite and film 
music from Aladdin. Tate Schut and Alex Kim, Senior Division Winners in the 
YYSO Concerto Competition, were to have performed Mozart’s Double Piano 
Concerto, Mvt. 1. Luke Kwon, Junior  Division Winner in the same competition, 
was to have performed Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 21, Mvt. 1. YES students 
would have performed arrangements of Mussorgasky’s  Ukrainian Dance, 
Corelli’s Gavotte and Telemann’s Concerto a 4 along with Handel’s Bouree and 
Sieving’s  Don Fuegos  and an arrangement by Del Borgo of “Kerry Dance” 
from A Touch of Ireland. In March, rehearsals ceased due to COVID-19 and this 
magnificent concert was not able to be performed. 

As much as the musicians missed being able to rehearse and then perform 
together, so did our community miss this treasured annual opportunity to 
celebrate them, including our graduating seniors. Congratulations to: Annie 
Kang, flute, Ellensburg High School, 2 seasons;  Rachel Ball, horn, LaSalle 
High School, 3 seasons; Tate Schut, violin, Davis High School, 6 seasons; Itzel 
Perez, violin, Davis High School, 7 seasons; and Sophia Perales, violin, Davis 
High School, 9 seasons and YYSO 2019-20 Concertmaster. These graduates 
will attend college in the fall with career aspirations in biology, business, 
engineering, global health, Japanese, music and music education. 

In June, YYSO-YES launched  “YYSO-AT-HOME,” a free program of live, virtual online master classes.  With a teaching staff 
comprised primarily of professional musicians from the Yakima Symphony Orchestra, this was an opportunity not to be missed. For 
three weeks students studied and practiced etudes. Conductors Bruce Walker and Christy Baisinger moved back and forth among 
as many as 13 different virtual instrument rooms, from violin and cello to flute, trumpet and percussion. 

Meet The Orchestra!

Beethoven Bear and Berlioz Bear are 
missing their monthly visits to the Yakima 
Valley Museum for “Meet the Orchestra.” 
Like all musicians during the Covid-19 
pandemic, they continue to practice their 
instruments at home. Please think of 
them when you are playing with your YSO 
“Instruments of the Orchestra” Matching 

Game and listening to 
music. They look forward to 
being back at the museum 
as soon as possible! 

Beethoven Bear wearing his mask 
during the Covid-19 pandemic

Yakima Symphony Chorus (YSC) 
Justin Raffa, Chorusmaster

The Yakima Symphony Chorus enjoyed multiple 
opportunities to augment this year’s season of storytelling 
with the Yakima Symphony Orchestra. We were delighted to 
offer the regional premiere of a work by Washington state 
composer Sarah Mattox about the story of the Heart Mountain 
Internment Camp, with its strong roots here in the Yakima 
Valley. Guest artists on the concert included New York City 
mezzo soprano Kimberly Sogioka along with YSO’s own Music 
Director Lawrence Golan on violin. The work was well received 
and attended by guests from across the state and beyond, 
including family members of the central person in this Heart 
Mountain story, Kara Kondo. We were pleased to continue 
the tradition of our involvement in the annual Holiday Pops 
Spectacular concert along with this year’s featured guest 
artists from the Yakima School of Ballet. A particular highlight 
was our performance of a Chanukah text set in the klezmer 
style by J.A. Kawarsky called Al Hanissim, which featured YSO 
clarinetist Leslie Edwards. The performance included audience 
participation in the form of clapping led by our exuberant 
chorusmaster, Justin Raffa. Our last project included well-
known classical works that may not be as well known by 
name in a concert called Name That Tune. We enjoyed the 
opportunity to perform some wonderful operatic repertoire 
including two choruses by Giuseppe Verdi and Alexander 
Borodin’s colossal Polovtsian Dances. We particularly enjoyed 
the challenge of singing in Russian, which is a language that 
American choirs don’t often get the chance to tackle. By mid-

March, the Governor’s Stay Home Stay Safe order required us to 
cease rehearsals and ultimately led to the cancellation of YSO’s 
season finale concert which would have included Beethoven’s 
Choral Fantasy. Since that time, we have been monitoring 
nationwide efforts by industry leaders as to how choral 
ensembles will be able to safely resume standard operations 
going into next season. We had an opportunity to host a 
Zoom meeting with our singers to give them an organizational 
update, answer their questions, and create a platform for 
them to share any comments. We expect to continue these 
meetings on a monthly basis to keep our singers apprised of 
the latest information regarding the “reopening” of choirs and 
to maintain connections during this time of social distancing 
and virtual communication.

Yakima Music en Acción (YAMA) 
Josh Gianola, YSO Teaching Artist

Yakima Music en Acción is an El Sistema-inspired string 
orchestra program centered around empowering students 
through musical excellence. Since its inception in 2013, 
YAMA has grown from 11 to over 120 students, and has firmly 
solidified itself as a pillar in the Yakima community. YAMA’s 
15 staff members work hard to provide students with an 
equitable and safe experience as they navigate the orchestral 
landscape and are firmly committed to achieving the highest 
levels of artistic mastery in a culturally rich setting. 

…Continued next page



the rosemary a. c. gottlieb 2020-21 season
In Full Bloom — Celebrating 50 Years!

The Yakima Valley Classical Series

Opening Night: Tchaikovsky’s 5th
October 10, 2020, 7:30pm
Rich Ridenour, piano

Planting the Seeds: Bach’s Brandenburg Concerti
January 9, 2021, 7:30pm

Celebrating Our Roots:  
Mozart and the Magic of Mexico

February 6, 2021, 7:30pm
Lawrence Golan, conductor and violin 
Nicholas Bardonnay, photographer & multimedia artist

Spring Blossoms
March 20, 2021, 7:30pm
Efe Baltacıgil, cello

In Full Bloom: Mahler 5
April 17, 2021, 7:30pm

Season Finale: The Magnificent Mendelssohn
May 22, 2021, 7:30pm
 Yakima Symphony Chorus; Justin Raffa, chorusmaster

The 50th Season of the Yakima Symphony Orchestra includes six Classical Series concerts, five Pops Series concerts and 
one Special Gala Concert at the Capitol Theatre, and one special performance by the Yakima Symphony Chorus at St. Paul Cathedral. 

Performances are conducted by YSO Music Director Lawrence Golan except as otherwise indicated.

Yakima Symphony Chorus  
Serenade to Music
October 2, 2020, 7:30pm
St. Paul Cathedral
Justin Raffa, conductor

The Gilbert Orchards Pops Series

Cirque de la Symphonie
September 19, 2020, 7:30pm

Hooray For Hollywood
November 7, 2020, 7:30pm
Robert Moody, guest conductor

Holiday Pops Spectacular
December 5, 2020, 7:30pm  
OR December 6, 2020, 4:00pm matinee
Yakima Symphony Chorus; 

Justin Raffa, chorusmaster
Yakima Music en Acción (YAMA); 

Stephanie Hsu, director

Bohemian Rhapsody: The Music of Queen
February 27, 2021, 7:30pm
Jeans ‘n Classics
Yakima Symphony Chorus; 

Justin Raffa, chorusmaster

Lindsay Deutsch: Violin Rock Star
May 8, 2021, 7:30pm
Lindsay Deutsch, violin

Special Gala Concert
Joshua Bell
May 4, 2021, 7:30pm
The Capitol Theatre

RaiSe The BaTOn

June 27–July 11
Ode to Storytelling

• Concerts • 
• Auction •

• Raise the Baton (Paddle) •
and more!

DETAILS ON PAGE 1
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From Home is a special video series curated by the                  
Yakima Symphony Orchestra. In Stories From Home, 

Maestro Lawrence Golan interviews YSO musicians who 
talk about favorite YSO performances and the upcoming 

season, share fun facts and perform short music                   
selections. Music From Home features performance            

and education spots created by YSO musicians. 
 
 

New videos posted weekly on  
www.ysomusic.org 

 
From Home is presented by  

As the school year closes, we could not be prouder 
of our three graduating seniors. Rae Park—violinist—
has been with YAMA since 2018. He will be attending 
Heritage University in Toppenish in the fall. Itzel Perez—
violist—has been in YAMA since January 2013. She will 
be attending the Foster School of Business at University 
of Washington in the fall. Enerida Mendoza—violinist—
has been with YAMA since September 2013. She will be 
attending Central Washington University as a music major 
in the fall. Congratulations seniors!! 

YAMA is continuing to adapt to the realities of music 
education during the Covid-19 health crisis. While in-
person programming has been suspended, teachers have 
enthusiastically learned the technical skills to reach as 
many students as possible through YouTube, social media, 
and yamamusic.org. Nearly all videos and resources have 
been made public (check them out!), and YAMA’s YouTube 
channel is updated weekly. Through the summer, staff 
members will prepare for whatever comes next. Whether 
it’s completely, partly, or not-at-all online; YAMA will be 
prepared with new videos, learning techniques, and 
teaching resources to continue to invest in the students of 
our Yakima community.


