
One Journey Ends, Another Begins
Dear Friends and Supporters of the YSO:

The Yakima Symphony Orchestra’s year-long journey through The World 
of Shakespeare will come to an end on May 14th with “From Romeo and Juliet 
to West Side Story,” the final offering on our Classical Series. The first half of 
the program will feature highlights from Hector Berlioz’s epic masterpiece 
Romeo and Juliet. The story of Berlioz’s fixation with and eventual marriage 
to Harriet Smithson is well documented and known to the world mostly 
through the composer’s Symphonie fantastique. However, it all started when 
the young composer went to see a production of Shakespeare’s Romeo and 
Juliet starring Ms. Smithson. It was that performance that sparked Berlioz’s 
lifelong fascination with both the actress and the playwright. The symphony-
cantata Romeo and Juliet is the outcome of that fascination. We will be 
performing three selections: “Romeo Alone & Festivities at the Capulets,” the 
“Love Scene,” and, along with the Yakima Symphony Chorus, “Juliet’s Funeral 
Procession.” 

The second half of the program will focus on highlights from the modern 
adaptation of the Romeo and Juliet story by Leonard Bernstein and Stephen 
Sondheim. Without a doubt one of the greatest Broadway musicals ever, and 
certainly the most highly-respected musical score ever written, West Side 
Story will be a thrilling ending to our 2015-16 season. Returning to Yakima 
will be two Broadway stars, Steve Amerson and Laurie Gayle Stephenson, to 
sing the roles of Tony and Maria. The Yakima Symphony Chorus, led by Justin 
Raffa, will duel as the Sharks and the Jets. 

Before we get to that, however, we have the final concert of our Pops 
Series on April 23rd: What a Wonderful World; A Tribute to Louis Armstrong 
and New Orleans Jazz. This toe-tapping program will star Byron Stripling on 
trumpet and vocals and will include all of Satchmo’s greatest hits.

Of course, I am also excited by the recent release of our upcoming 
season, A Musical Journey Through Time. I invite you to join us for another 
fantastic year of great musical performances by our own Yakima Symphony 
Orchestra, with world-class guest artists and an assortment of intriguing 
visual enhancements. In the meantime, we look forward to seeing you on 
April 23rd for What a Wonderful World and on May 14th for “From Romeo and 
Juliet to West Side Story”!

Sincerely,

Lawrence Golan
The Helen N. Jewett Music Director
Yakima Symphony Orchestra

Prelude is a publication of the Yakima Symphony Orchestra, 32 N. 3rd Street, Suite 333, Yakima, WA 98901. 
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THE GILBERT ORCHARDS POPS SERIES

What a  
Wonderful World

CONCERT SPONSOR – Rosemary A.C. Gottlieb
and

GUEST ARTIST SPONSOR – HomeStreet Bank
present

Saturday, April 23, 2016  •  7:30pm
Capitol Theatre

Lawrence Golan, conductor
Byron Stripling, trumpet and vocals

A thrilling tribute to Louis Armstrong 
and New Orleans Jazz

THE YAKIMA VALLEY CLASSICAL SERIES

From Romeo and Juliet  
to West Side Story

Saturday, May 14, 2016  •  7:30pm
Capitol Theatre

Lawrence Golan, conductor
Laurie Gayle Stephenson, soprano

Steve Amerson, tenor
Yakima Symphony Chorus;  
Justin Raffa, chorusmaster

Highlights from Berlioz’s  
19th-century masterwork and Bernstein’s 

20th-century classic based on Shakespeare’s 
Romeo and Juliet

CONCERT SPONSORS – Roger and Beverly Vandiver
present

Stay in touch for music, podcasts and concert information. ysomusic.org

For Single Tickets:
853-ARTS or 

(877) 330-ARTS
or link to TicketsWest  

through www.ysomusic.org

http://www.ysomusic.org
https://twitter.com/YakimaSymphony
http://facebook.com/yakimasymphony


Lunch With Lawrence
Friday, May 13  •  11:30am – 1:00pm

Zesta Cucina Restaurant, $25
Join Maestro Lawrence Golan for a lovely light 

lunch and convivial conversation about the 
pieces and composers featured on the  
YSO’s From Romeo and Juliet to West 
Side Story concert on May 14. Please 

contact the YSO office (509-248-1414) or 
info@ysomusic.org to place your ticket order.

Open Rehearsal
Saturday, May 14 

From Romeo and Juliet to West Side Story
10:30am – 1:00pm • The Capitol Theatre

See the final touches being put on the 
evening’s program! Our dress rehearsals 
for The Yakima Valley Classical Series 

concerts at the Capitol Theatre are open to 
the public, and FREE to those who bring a 

canned food donation to benefit Northwest 
Harvest. Cash donations to the YSO are also 

welcome. Ideal for families and for other 
patrons unable to attend evening concerts.

ConcerTalk
Saturday, May 14

From Romeo and Juliet to West Side Story
6:25pm in The Capitol Theatre  

Main Performance Hall

Join YSO Principal Horn Jeff Snedeker 
before the concert for an inside look into 

the evening’s program. Dr. Snedeker’s 
informative and entertaining presentations 

have become so popular we’ve had 
to move them into a larger space!

From the Executive Director
As we approach our final two concerts of the season, I would like to 

take this opportunity to thank Maestro Golan for his foresight in planning a 
series of programs that have had such tremendous resonance throughout 
the Yakima region over the past months, and particularly to thank our 
musicians for their outstanding performances of these programs—many of 
which have featured quite challenging repertoire that most communities 
our size never have the opportunity to experience live in the concert hall. 
The Shakespeare connections have been many and varied, from school and 
student performances to social and professional artistic collaborations, and 
the music has been nothing short of spectacular!

Every year as we wrap up one season we are already well underway 
in planning for the next—and if you’ve had a chance to study our 2016-17 
season brochure released at last month’s performance you already know 
what a stellar lineup we have in store. We are absolutely thrilled to welcome 
back our Season Sponsors, Roger and Beverly Vandiver, our anonymous 
Classical Series Sponsor, and our Pops Series Sponsor, Gilbert Orchards, for 
another year of foundational financial support for performances that are 
both outstanding and affordable for everyone. The magic both on stage 
and off, however, depends also on the remarkable breadth and variety of 
support and collaboration we enjoy across the entire Central Washington 
community. I invite you to explore new ways to become involved in the 
Yakima Symphony in the coming year—if you have not yet subscribed, give 
that a try; if you know young children who would benefit, bring them to 
our monthly Meet the Orchestra story hour at the museum, or encourage a 
talented student to audition for the Youth Symphony; sponsor a musician’s 
chair or volunteer to help at our concerts and events; sing with the chorus, 
or just share your enthusiasm about the symphony with friends and 
strangers alike.

Yakima can be proud to have built a truly remarkable symphony 
orchestra over the past 45 years— I am honored to play a part, and to be 
able to enjoy great music with all of you! 

David W. Rogers, Executive Director

Creative Community Collaboration! 
Congratulations to Lucy Valderhaug and Sid Turner, winners in the 

2016  YSO - Bead and Body Bead Challenge. This year’s artistic prompts 
were “Shakespeare” and “Music of the Spheres.” The magnificent pieces 
created by these two Yakima artists conveyed these perfectly and will 

assuredly enchant those who win them at Raise the Baton on April 10th.

http://www.thebohoskeygroup.com


Meet The Orchestra!

Affiliate & Partnership Updates
Yakima Youth Symphony Orchestra (YYSO) &  
Yakima Ensemble for Strings (YES!) www.yyso.org
Bruce Walker, YYSO Conductor and YSO Cover Conductor
Christy Baisinger, YES! Conductor

50 Years! Happy Anniversary to the Yakima Youth Symphony Orchestra! 
Thank you for supporting us for our first half century! Please join us at 
our season finale spring concert on Sunday, April 24th at 3:00pm at the 
Capitol Theatre. We’ll share the stage with special guest, YAMA. FREE!

2016-17 Auditions for all instruments: April 25 and 30, May 2 and 7. 
For requirements, information and to schedule an audition, please visit our 
website www.yyso.org

Yakima Symphony Chorus – Justin Raffa, Chorusmaster

The Yakima Symphony Chorus would like to thank our supporters.  
Your generous contributions at the Durufle concerts totaled almost $1000! 
Thank you!

We look forward to seeing you again at the final YSO concert of the season, 
where we will sing selections from Berlioz’s Romeo and Juliet, along with the 
“Tonight Quintet” from Bernstein’s West Side Story.

If you are interested in joining us, we will be auditioning new 
voices throughout the summer! Just email Justin Raffa at 
chorusmaster@ysomusic.org for more information.

Yakima Music en Acción (YAMA) – Stephanie Hsu, Director

YAMA’s older student ensemble recently experienced the exciting Mariachi 
Northwest Festival in Wenatchee, hosted by Mariachi Huenachi. YAMA’s 
younger ensemble is gearing up for a collaborative day of music-making in 
May with the students of YSO Principal Cellist Kara Hunnicutt in Ellensburg, YSO 
Concertmistress Denise Dillenbeck, and CWU student musicians and leaders.

Upcoming spring events for YAMA include a performance with the Yakima 
Camerata Club on April 10 @ 4pm at the Yakima Foursquare Church; 
opening for the Yakima Youth Symphony Orchestra on April 24 @ 3pm for 
their special 50th anniversary concert at the Capitol Theatre; a performance 
at the 4th Street Theatre for Poet Laureate Juan Felipe Herrera on 
May 16 @ 5pm; and YAMA’s Season Finale at Englewood Christian Church’s 
Upbeats Series on May 22 @ 6pm.

Children learn what they live… 
The YSO joins the Yakima Valley Museum  
on the first Wednesday of each month at 

10:00am at their children’s story hour. FREE!

Wednesday, May 4
Theme: Berlioz, The Voice

Special Guest: Nancy Beier, opera vocalist

SPECIAL NOTE: 
Meet the Orchestra continues all summer 
long! Check the YSO website for details.

June 1: Jeff Norwood, 
The Double Bass and the String Section

July 6: Aaron Julyan, The Percussion Section

August 3: Kathy Dyblie, 
The Viola and the String Section

August 17: Maestro Lawrence Golan, 
The Violin, The Podium

September 7: YSO Chorusmaster 
Justin Raffa, The Voice and the Chorus

“Wanderlust” 
French Cabaret
April 30, 7:30pm 
The Seasons Performance Hall

 The debut of ‘Sage Rendezvous’ 
performing short songs and 
pieces that express the desire 
for a quick, carefree escape to 
Paris and points beyond, with 

humor and charm. Featuring YSO concertmaster Denise Dillenbeck, 
percussionist Mark Goodenberger, pianist Nikolas Caoile and vocalists 
Noelle Goodenberger and Sophia Goodenberger.

Admission: VIP $40 | GA $25 | Balcony $12
Tickets: www.theseasonsyakima.com

Brown Bag Concert
May 6, 12:00noon

The Seasons Performance Hall
Art songs with Shakespearean texts performed 
by Melissa Schiel, mezzo soprano & Nic Caoile, 

piano. Ms. Schiel soloed with the YSO last 
season on our Resurrection concert; Dr. Caoile 
recently directed the YSO on The Nutcracker. 

ADMISSION: $5 AT THE DOOR

www.Brookdale.com

Symphony Bus
 Transporting YSO patrons  

to the symphony and back home

RESERVATIONS
Call Brookdale Yakima two weeks  

in advance of the concert  
at (509) 965-0111. 

Ask for the front desk staff and tell them  
your name, address, phone number  

and if you will need the wheelchair lift.



symphony orchestras across the country. Laurie had the honor 
of performing Phantom of the Opera in concert with the late 
Skitch Henderson and The New Haven Symphony, and she 
was one of four Broadway stars chosen to perform “Hello 
Broadway” with The Bolshoi Symphony in Moscow.

Her national tours include Annie as Grace Farrell and 
Camelot with Richard Harris, as well as numerous regional 
productions. Laurie can currently be heard on several cast 
albums as well as Bravo Broadway I, Bravo Broadway II, her solo 
album Till You Find Your Dream and her new release of I Believe 
My Heart — Love Duets with All My Leading Men.

Steve Amerson 
Steve Amerson has established 

a reputation as an excellent tenor 
with a vocal flexibility that allows 
him to feel at home performing 
popular/contemporary music, 
Broadway show tunes and classical 
literature. With the wealth and depth 
of his performance experience, he is 
known as America’s Tenor.

The Gilbert Orchards Pops Series
What a Wonderful Word

The Roger and Beverly Vandiver
2015-16 Season

Byron Stripling
With a contagious 

smile and captivating 
charm, trumpet virtuoso 
Byron Stripling has ignited 
audiences internationally. 
As soloist with the Boston 
Pops Orchestra, Stripling 
has performed frequently 
under the baton of Keith 
Lockhart, as well as being 
featured soloist on the 
PBS television special, 
“Evening at Pops,” with 
conductors John Williams 
and Mr. Lockhart. Currently, 

Stripling serves as artistic director and conductor of the highly 
acclaimed Columbus Jazz Orchestra.

Since his Carnegie Hall debut with Skitch Henderson and 
the New York Pops, Stripling has become a pops orchestra 
favorite throughout the country, soloing with Boston Pops, 
National Symphony, Pittsburgh Symphony, Cincinnati Pops, 
Seattle Symphony, Baltimore Symphony, Dallas Symphony, 
Minnesota Orchestra, Detroit Symphony, Vancouver 
Symphony, Toronto Symphony, and Dallas Symphony, to 
name a few. He has been a featured soloist at the Hollywood 
Bowl and performs at jazz festivals throughout the world.

An accomplished actor and singer, Stripling was chosen 
following a worldwide search to star in the lead role of the 
Broadway-bound musical “Satchmo.” Many will remember 

Ph
ot

o:
 S

ea
n 

Tu
ri his featured cameo performance in the television movie “The 

Young Indiana Jones Chronicles” and his critically acclaimed 
virtuoso trumpet and riotous comedic performance in the 
42nd Street production of “From Second Avenue to Broadway.”

Television viewers have enjoyed his work as soloist on 
the worldwide telecast of The Grammy Awards. Millions 
have heard his trumpet and voice on television commercials, 
TV themes including “20/20” and CNN, and soundtracks of 
favorite movies. 

Stripling earned his stripes as lead trumpeter and soloist 
with the Count Basie Orchestra under the direction of Thad 
Jones and Frank Foster. He has also played and recorded 
extensively with the bands of Dizzy Gillespie, Woody Herman, 
Dave Brubeck, Lionel Hampton, Clark Terry, Louis Bellson, and 
Buck Clayton in addition to The Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra, 
The Carnegie Hall Jazz Band, and The GRP All-Star Big Band.

Stripling enjoys conducting seminars and master classes 
at colleges, universities, conservatories, and high schools. His 
informative talks, combined with his incomparable wit and 
charm, make him a favorite guest speaker to groups of all ages.

Stripling was educated at the Eastman School of Music 
in Rochester, New York and the Interlochen Arts Academy in 
Interlochen, Michigan. One of his greatest joys is to return, 
periodically, to Eastman and Interlochen as a special guest 
lecturer. A resident of Ohio, Stripling lives in the country 
with his wife, former dancer, writer and poet Alexis, and their 
beautiful daughters.

The Yakima Valley Classical Series
From Romeo and Juliet to West Side Story

Laurie Gayle Stephenson 
Laurie Gayle Stephenson made 

her Broadway debut in the Tony 
award winning The Secret Garden, 
where she performed the role of Lily. 
She starred for two years on Broadway 
as Christine Daaé in Phantom of the 
Opera, and she made her debut as 
Christine in Phantom with the first 
national touring company at The 

Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C.
Laurie was an original cast member of The Music of Andrew 

Lloyd Webber in Concert. She toured the U.S. singing opposite 
Michael Crawford and made her debut in London’s West End at 
The Palladium with The Royal Philharmonic Orchestra.

Most recently Laurie performed An Evening of Andrew 
Lloyd Webber in Toronto at The Hummingbird Theatre as 
well as The Kennedy Center, where she has also performed 
with Marvin Hamlisch and The National Symphony in An 
Evening of Richard Rodgers. She is proud to have been part 
of Stephen Sondheim’s 75th Birthday Celebration Concert at 
The New Amsterdam Theatre. She is a regular soloist with the 
very popular Bravo Broadway, having sung with most major continued next page



Steve has been a featured soloist with orchestras 
throughout the United States and abroad including 
performances with Los Angeles Philharmonic under the 
direction of Michael Tilson Thomas and the Los Angeles Master 
Chorale with performances at the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion 
and the Hollywood Bowl. In 2006, he made his Carnegie Hall 
debut singing in the world premiere of Missa Americana by Ed 
Lojeski.

Steve was chosen to record demonstration tapes used 
by Luciano Pavarotti, Placido Domingo and Jose Carreras in 
preparation for “The 3 Tenors” performances including their 
1994 Dodger Stadium concert, 1998 Paris concert and 2002 
Yokohama, Japan concert. 

Presently, much of Steve’s time is dedicated in presenting 
concerts based on his Front Row Center project, which is a 
collection of inspiring songs from the Broadway stage and 

The Yakima Valley Classical Series
From Romeo and Juliet to West Side Story

The Roger and Beverly Vandiver
2015-16 Season

screen, as well as Amazed by America patriotic presentations. 
Steve is thrilled to be a musical ambassador for the 
Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation and Society as he 
sings for their events throughout the United States.

Along with his concert schedule, which includes 50-60 
Christmas, Broadway, patriotic and sacred concerts each 
year, Steve does studio singing for various recording projects, 
movies, commercials and television shows. His voice can be 
heard on over 150 feature films. Projects on which Steve’s 
voice is heard include Men In Black, Home Alone, Beauty & The 
Beast, Aladdin, Get Smart – The Movie, King Kong, Fantastic 
Four, Empire of the Sun, Indiana Jones: Temple of Doom, Hunt 
For Red October, Far And Away, Hook, Cheers, Suddenly Susan, 
St. Elsewhere, The Flintstones, and commercials for IBM, Honda, 
Lexus, Nissan, Toyota, the Marines, Kibbles & Bits, Texaco, Ford 
Trucks, Diet Coke and Delta Air Lines.

Justin Raffa
Currently chorusmaster for the 

Yakima Symphony Orchestra and 
artistic director of the Mid-Columbia 
Mastersingers, Justin Raffa relocated 
to the Tri-Cities in August 2008 from 
Tucson, where he received a Master 
of Music degree in choral conducting 
from the University of Arizona. Since 
his arrival in central Washington, Justin 

has endeavored to build increased collaboration within the 
local performing arts community. In addition to his current 
choral leadership roles, Justin served for five years as orchestra 
manager of the Mid-Columbia Symphony and chorusmaster 
of the Oregon East Symphony in Pendleton. Justin has also 
served as an actor, music director and board member with Mid-
Columbia Musical Theatre, music director with Columbia Basin 
College Summer Showcase productions, and music director at 
All Saints Episcopal Church in Richland. Additionally, Justin has 
served as an adjudicator for local festivals and competitions for 
local music and theatre education associations. Justin currently 
serves the local board of the American Choral Directors 

Association as Repertoire & Standards Chair for Community 
Choirs in Washington State. Justin is a passionate advocate 
for the arts in the community, and the City of Richland Arts 
Commission honored him with its 2011 award for Outstanding 
Individual Contribution to the Arts.

Originally from South Jersey, Justin is a graduate of 
Westminster Choir College of Rider University in Princeton, 
where he received a BM in music education with a vocal 
concentration, having studied conducting and group vocal 
technique with James Jordan. Justin has sung as part of the 
Berkshire Choral Festival, Spoleto Festival USA, Voces Novae et 
Antiquae, the Tucson Symphony Orchestra Chorus, the Berwick 
Chorus of the Oregon Bach Festival, and he continues to 
perform as a founding member of the Tucson Chamber Artists. 
Currently, Justin sings with Male Ensemble Northwest and 
Chor Anno, two regional ensembles made up of professional 
choral musicians in the Pacific Northwest. This season, he 
served Male Ensemble Northwest in an additional capacity as 
its board president. Justin lives with his partner Molly Holleran, 
singer and voice teacher extraordinaire, and their long-haired 
dachshund Coda.

Yakima Symphony Chorus

The Yakima Symphony Chorus was formed in the spring of 1971 by the Yakima 
Symphony Orchestra’s founding music director, Brooke Creswell, as the official 
choral ensemble of the symphony. Dr. Scott Peterson took over as chorusmaster 
in 1977, and led the chorus for 38 years. During this time, the chorus performed 
the standard orchestral/choral literature with the YSO as well as works from the 
non-symphonic choral repertoire in their own right, including performances at 
Carnegie Hall in New York as well as tours to Switzerland, France, China, and more 
recently Vienna, Austria and Prague, Czech Republic. This year marks Justin Raffa’s 
inaugural season as chorusmaster of the Yakima Symphony Chorus.



 From Romeo and Juliet to West Side Story.  We bring our World of Shakespeare to a close 
with two last tributes to Romeo and Juliet from Hector Berlioz and Leonard Bernstein.

Program Notes

The Yakima Valley Classical Series
From Romeo and Juliet to West Side Story

The Roger and Beverly Vandiver
2015-16 Season

Hector Berlioz 
(December 11, 1803 - March 8, 1869)
Highlights from Roméo et Juliette, op. 17
(1839)

Hector Berlioz was one of the most influential and 
progressive French composers of the first half of the nineteenth 
century. In fact, when compared with the unfolding symphonic 
style of his German contemporaries, Berlioz seems downright 
radical. History suggests his most important instrumental work 
is Symphonie fantastique (1830), but several of his compositions 
have been identified at different times as influential, even pivotal, 
in “pushing the envelope” of progressive styles in the nineteenth 
century. Roméo et Juliette is one such piece, influential since its 
premiere on November 24, 1839.

Roméo et Juliette is a large-scale choral symphony 
composed for full orchestra, chorus, and soloists. Cast in seven 
movements comprising three large sections, it is regarded as 
one of Berlioz’s finest and most original works. Berlioz’s initial 
inspiration came from a performance of the play he witnessed 
in 1827 at the Odéon Theatre in Paris. The cast included Harriet 
Smithson, who also inspired Berlioz’s Symphonie fantastique, 
and this performance not only launched the piece but also 
Berlioz’s infatuation with the actress. The process of composing 
the piece took longer than might be expected with the general 
busy-ness of a burgeoning career. In the end, it was a generous 
gift of 20,000 francs by violin virtuoso Niccolo Paganini, who was 
inspired to help Berlioz after hearing a performance of Harold en 
Italie at the Conservatoire in December 1838.

The primary influence for the program was not the original 
play but the version that Berlioz saw at the Odéon, a reworking 
of Shakespeare’s original done by eighteenth-century actor 
David Garrick; the changes included an ending where Juliet 
awakens briefly before Romeo’s suicide is complete, and the 
lovers share a final moment before she kills herself to join him 
in death. Berlioz himself conducted the premiere and, according 
to accounts, engaged 100 instrumentalists and 101 singers for 
three performances. One audience member was Richard Wagner, 
who claimed the work had a profound effect on him, particularly 
Berlioz’s orchestration—he said it made him feel like a schoolboy; 
Wagner’s admiration for Berlioz’s work continued to the end of his 
life. Interestingly, Romeo and Juliet are not portrayed by singers 
but by the orchestra, seeking a deeper means of expression where 
words are not enough. The piece also pushed the orchestra to 
new technical and musical limits—Berlioz remarked several times 
that the work required extra rehearsal time.

Tonight’s performance includes three symphonic selections 
from the larger work. The first selection, “Romeo Alone and 
Festivities at the Capulets,” has a program that reads: “Romeo 
alone—Sadness—Distant sounds from the concert and the 
ball—Great banquet at the Capulets.” The music begins with a 

tender moment representing Romeo by himself, contending 
with his frustration. The music then explodes as he approaches 
and enters the masquerade ball at the Capulets. The second 
selection this evening is the “Love Scene,” for which the program 
reads: “Starlit night—The Capulets’ garden silent and deserted—
The young Capulets leaving the banquet singing snatches of 
music from the ball—Love Scene.” The music begins quietly and 
gently, yet is full of passion. Passion and urgency increase, giving 
way to a playful section in the woodwinds. The music ebbs and 
flows, but is always beautiful and expressive. The composer 
himself said this was one of his favorite sections in all of his works. 
The final selection this evening is “Juliet’s Funeral Procession,” 
the fifth movement of the original. The image is consistent 
throughout, with the choir singing about their sadness at Juliet’s 
(apparent) death. With Symphonie fantastique and then Roméo et 
Juliette, Berlioz cemented his place in musical history—by 1840, 
symphonic music was never the same.

Leonard Bernstein
(August 25, 1918 - October 14, 1990)
Highlights from West Side Story
(1957/1961)

One of the truly enduring figures in American music, 
Leonard Bernstein was equally respected as a composer, 
conductor, performer, and scholar. As a composer, his desire to 
keep classical music connected to mainstream culture led him 
to combine old and new styles into a distinctive musical voice 
that includes popular style traits, classical forms and advanced 
technique. Bernstein insisted that he was first and foremost 
“a theatre composer, born to bring the theatre and concert 
hall together.” In 1947, Jerome Robbins approached Bernstein 
and Arthur Laurents about collaborating on a contemporary 
musical adaptation of Romeo and Juliet. He proposed that the 
plot focus on the conflict between an Irish Catholic family and 
a Jewish family living on the Lower East Side of Manhattan, 
during the Easter-Passover season. The project was described 
as “lyric theater,” and Laurents wrote a first draft he called East 
Side Story. When it didn’t quite work, the three men went their 
separate ways, and the piece was shelved for almost five years. 
When they decided to try again, they chose a more pressing 
subject, ethnic gang warfare. Needless to say, there was some 
trepidation about the subject among the production staff, but 
they pressed ahead, and the rest is history.

West Side Story is set in an Upper West Side neighborhood 
in New York City in the mid-1950s. It explores the rivalry 
between two teenage street gangs: the Sharks, from Puerto 
Rico, and the Jets, a Caucasian gang. Tony, a former member 
of the Jets and best friend of the gang leader, Riff, falls in love 
with Maria, the sister of Bernardo, the leader of the Sharks. The 
connection between the gangs and Shakespeare’s warring 
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A Baroque Beginning
October 8, 2016, 7:30pm  •  Capitol Theatre
Lawrence Golan, conductor 
Martin Chalifour, violin – Concertmaster of the 

Los Angeles Philharmonic

Gold Medal Concert: Classical Classics
November 12, 2016, 7:30pm  •  Capitol Theatre
Lawrence Golan, conductor 
Alexander Kobrin, piano – Van Cliburn Gold Medalist

The Romantics
February 4, 2017, 7:30pm  •  Capitol Theatre
Lawrence Golan, conductor and violin 
John Marshall, cello

A Brave New World
March 18, 2017, 7:30pm  •  Capitol Theatre
Lawrence Golan, conductor 
Denise Dillenbeck, violin; Tears of Joy Theatre

Opera Night
April 29, 2017, 7:30pm  •  Capitol Theatre
Lawrence Golan, conductor 
Lamont Opera Theater

The Pinnacle: Beethoven’s 9th
May 13, 2017, 7:30pm  •  Capitol Theatre
Lawrence Golan, conductor 
Yakima Symphony Chorus; Justin Raffa, chorusmaster

The Gilbert Orchards Pops Series

Gold Medal Concert: Classical Mystery Tour
September 17, 2016, 7:30pm  •  Capitol Theatre
Lawrence Golan, conductor 
Classical Mystery Tour 
The world’s premier Beatles tribute show!

Halloween Spooktacular
October 29, 2016, 4:00pm  •  Capitol Theatre
Lawrence Golan, conductor 
Yakima Symphony Chorus; Justin Raffa, chorusmaster 
Back by popular demand, fun for the whole family

Christmas Pops Spectacular
December 3 and December 4, 2016, 4:00pm  
Capitol Theatre
Lawrence Golan, conductor 
Yakima Symphony Chorus; Justin Raffa, chorusmaster
Yakima Jazz Sextet 
Our annual holiday tradition, now with two performances!

John Williams – 85th Birthday Celebration 
February 25, 2017, 7:30pm  •  Capitol Theatre
Lawrence Golan, conductor 
Music from Star Wars, Harry Potter, E.T. and other favorite films

Sports Orchestrated
April 8, 2017, 7:30pm  •  Capitol Theatre
Lawrence Golan, conductor 
The greatest symphonic sports music ever,  
from Chariots of Fire to Rocky

Alexander Kobrin
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ClassicalMysteryTour.com

CALL (509) 248-1414  
TO SUBSCRIBE!

families, and the protagonists, Tony/Romeo and Maria/Juliet, 
was clear from the start. The dark theme, sophisticated music, 
extended dance scenes, and focus on social problems marked 
a turning point in American musical theater, particularly since 
it was not often that a Broadway musical ended in tragedy. The 
original 1957 Broadway production was nominated for six Tony 
Awards including Best Musical, but the award went to Meredith 
Willson’s The Music Man. The film version appeared in 1961. 
It was nominated for eleven Academy Awards and won ten, 
including Best Picture.

The music of West Side Story has been adapted into 
numerous arrangements. The best known of these is the 
Symphonic Dances from West Side Story, which Bernstein and 
some colleagues created around the time of the movie. It was 
premiered February 13, 1961, with Lukas Foss conducting the 
New York Philharmonic at Carnegie Hall, in a pension fund 
gala concert titled “A Valentine for Leonard Bernstein.” The 

piece includes incidental music, dances and arrangements of 
songs, presented in a 27-minute medley that has proven very 
popular with concert audiences. The medley includes: Prologue, 
“Somewhere,” Scherzo, Mambo, Cha-Cha, Meeting Scene (based 
on “Maria”), “Cool” (with a fugue), Rumble, and Finale.

In addition, two concert suites were assembled 
posthumously. Concert Suite No. 1, for soprano, tenor, and 
orchestra, comprises four numbers from the show, sung by 
Tony and Maria as in a staged production: “Maria,” “One Hand, 
One Heart,” “Somewhere,” and “Balcony Scene.” The “Tonight 
Quintet” is another well-known song from the musical. Critic 
Will Crutchfield once wrote “I can see no reason why the 
‘Tonight’ ensemble should not be compared to the quartet from 
Rigoletto.” The five parts of the quintet are sung by the Jets, the 
Sharks, Tony, Maria, and Anita. The song begins with the parts 
sung in turn, and then overlapping and building to the final line, 
“Tonight,” sung by the ensemble with multiple harmonies. t
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