
A Stormy Night
Dear Friends and Supporters of the YSO:

The Yakima Symphony Orchestra’s exploration of The World of Shakespeare 
will continue on March 19th with A Stormy Night, the next offering 
from our Classical Series. A Stormy Night will feature three different 
musical depictions of the Shakespeare classic The Tempest. The first 
one is an unknown gem by the relatively obscure American composer 
John Knowles Paine. This is one of those pieces that, although you most 
likely have never heard it before, after doing so you will definitely want 
to hear it again. Next we have Finnish composer Jean Sibelius’ Suite No. 1 
from The Tempest. The Storm movement of this suite has been described 
as the most onomatopoetic piece of music ever written. In other words, it 
doesn’t sound like a musical depiction of a storm, it actually sounds like 
a storm! Finally, we have perhaps the greatest discovery of the evening: 
Tchaikovsky’s account of The Tempest. Completely overshadowed in fame 
by his Romeo and Juliet Fantasy-Overture, this piece is every bit as exciting 
and beautiful.

Complementing these three musical depictions of The Tempest will be the 
Piano Concerto No. 1 by Franz Liszt. Although not specifically associated 
with Shakespeare, the piece is very tempestuous in character and is a staple 
of the piano concerto repertoire. Our guest artist for this piece will be the 
Gold Medal Winner of the Cleveland International Piano Competition, 
Stanislav Khristenko. This follows in our tradition of presenting absolutely 
world-class artists at the beginning of their careers. Our annual “Gold 
Medal” concert, this is one not to be missed!

Looking a few weeks ahead to April 10th, I sincerely hope to see you all 
at our annual gala fundraiser called Raise the Baton. Not only will this 
be a very entertaining Shakespearean feast, but it really is our most 
important fundraising event of the year. It is on this day that we try to 
raise much of the funds needed to support the programming that you 
enjoy at each of our concerts.

We look forward to seeing you on March 19th for A Stormy Night and on 
April 10th for Raise the Baton!

Sincerely,

Lawrence Golan
The Helen N. Jewett Music Director
Yakima Symphony Orchestra

Prelude is a publication of the Yakima Symphony Orchestra, 32 N. 3rd Street, Suite 333, Yakima, WA 98901. 
Prelude is published during concert season. Issue date: October 18, 1997. Issue #116; March 2016 
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the roger and beverly vandiver 2015-16 season

Saturday, March 19, 2016 
7:30pm at The Capitol Theatre

Lawrence Golan, conductor
Stanislav Khristenko, piano
Michael Mendelson, actor

THE YAKIMA VALLEY CLASSICAL SERIES

CONCERT SPONSORS – Jack and Connie Bloxom
& GUEST ARTIST SPONORS – 

Neal F. Lessenger and HomeStreet Bank
present

A Stormy Night
Musical Depictions of Shakespeare’s  

The Tempest

gala fundraiser

Shakespeare in Love
sunday, april 10, 2016 • 4:30pm4th street theatre

Musical Performances • Sumptuous Dinner  
Themed Live & Silent Auction  

$75 – Call for Tickets: (509) 248-1414

ALMOST SOLD OUT, CALL NOW! 
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GOLD 
MEDAL
C O N C E R T

march 2016

For Single Tickets:
853-ARTS or 

(877) 330-ARTS
or link to TicketsWest  

through www.ysomusic.org

http://www.twitter.com/YakimaSymphony
https://www.facebook.com/yakimasymphony?fref=ts


Lunch With Lawrence
Friday, March 18  •  11:30am – 1:00pm

Zesta Cucina Restaurant, $25
Join Maestro Lawrence Golan and guest 

pianist Stanislav Khristenko, for a lovely light 
lunch and convivial conversation about the 

pieces and composers featured on the  
YSO’s A Stormy Night concert on 

March 19. Please contact the YSO office 
(509-248-1414) or info@ysomusic.org 

to place your ticket order.

Open Rehearsal
Saturday, March 19 

10:30am – 1:00pm • The Capitol Theatre

See the final touches being put on the 
evening’s program! Our dress rehearsals 
for The Yakima Valley Classical Series 

concerts at the Capitol Theatre are open to 
the public, and FREE to those who bring a 

canned food donation to benefit Northwest 
Harvest. Cash donations to the YSO are also 

welcome. Ideal for families and for other 
patrons unable to attend evening concerts.

ConcerTalk
Saturday, March 19

6:25pm in The Capitol Theatre  
Main Performance Hall

Join YSO Principal Horn Jeff Snedeker 
before the YSO’s A Stormy Night concert 

for an inside look at the evening’s program. 
Dr. Snedeker’s informative and entertaining 

presentations have become so popular 
we’ve had to move them into a larger space!

From the Executive Director
The month of February for the Yakima Symphony Orchestra offered numerous 
avenues to collaborate with and highlight organizations and individuals 
doing great work in our community. Earlier in the month, the Dispute 
Resolution Center presented “A Midsummer Night’s Dream—Take Two,” and 
YAMA joined The Seasons Performance Hall for a workshop and performance 
with their Classical Series guest, José Iñiguez. We ended the month with our 
“Home Grown” pops performance showcasing the talent of our own local 
songwriter/performers, augmented by a variety of arts- and nature-based 
events organized by the Cowiche Canyon Conservancy and followed by our 
Youth Symphonies’ annual interactive, family-centered “Kinderkoncert.”

With only one YSO performance in March, you might think we’re slowing 
down a bit; but that weekend of March 18-20 will be absolutely packed, 
with our “Stormy Night” concert on Saturday, our Symphony Chorus’s two 
performances (Saturday in Yakima and Sunday in Tri-Cities) of Durufle’s 
Requiem, and the YYSO’s annual Waltzing fundraiser on Friday evening. And, 
if that’s not enough, we’ll be unveiling our exciting 2016-17 YSO season at our 
March 19th concert, with a raffle for those of you who come to the concert 
prepared to renew your subscription right there at the theater! I hope you 
will take advantage of all of these opportunities to enjoy even more of our 
Home Grown talent through the coming month. See you at the symphony!

David W. Rogers, Executive Director

Ovation 2016
The YSO honored volunteers, home stay hosts and sponsors at our third 
annual Ovation event on February 25th at The Seasons Performance Hall. 
Guests enjoyed a lovely evening with friends, dozens of YSO concert photo 
albums created by Gary Miller, wine, sumptuous desserts prepared by 
Essencia Artisan Bakery and topped off with a private recital by Planes on 
Paper and Mikey and Matty.

We were pleased to present the YSO Ovation Award to Cindy McConnell 
who volunteered for nearly two months in the YSO office during a recent 
staff transition. It was an enormous commitment of time and energy.

The YSO Ovation Award is given annually at our Ovation Reception 
& Recital event. It honors the important support of our volunteers and 
sponsors, the nature of which varies from person to person but the essence 
of which deepens our capacity to provide the beautiful and magical gift of 
live orchestral music in the Yakima Valley community.

“What you share with the world is what it keeps of you.” (Give a Little Love, 
Jonah and the Whale) Thank you, Cindy McConnell, for sharing your gifts with 
the YSO.

http://www.thebohoskeygroup.com


Affiliate & Partnership Updates
Yakima Youth Symphony Orchestra (YYSO) &  
Yakima Ensemble for Strings (YES!) www.yyso.org
Bruce Walker, YYSO Conductor and YSO Cover Conductor
Christy Baisinger, YES! Conductor

50 Years! Happy Anniversary to the Yakima Youth Symphony Orchestra! 
Please join us at our upcoming performances:

• March 18, Friday, 7:00pm at the Harman Center: Waltzing With the 
Youth Symphony Gala Fundraiser! Dancing to waltz and swing music; 
dance instruction; desserts; silent auction; FUN! Tickets are $15.

• April 24, Sunday, 3:00pm at the Capitol Theatre: Spring Concert! 
With special guest, YAMA. The culminating concert of our 50th Golden 
Anniversary Season. FREE!

2016-17 Auditions for all instruments: April 30, May 2, 7 and 9. 
For requirements, information and to schedule an audition,  
please visit our website www.yyso.org.

Yakima Symphony Chorus – Justin Raffa, Chorusmaster

Join the Yakima Symphony Chorus for our presentation of Duruflé’s 
Requiem on Saturday, March 19 at 2pm at St Paul’s Cathedral in Yakima. This 
performance will feature guest organist Dr. Kraig Scott, cellist Bruce Walker, 
and vocal soloists Naomi DeVries Pomerantz and Steven Slusher. St. Paul’s 
Cathedral is located at 15 S. 12th Ave. near downtown Yakima. This is a free 
concert though donations are always gratefully accepted and appreciated!

Or make a weekend of it!  We are also performing on Sunday March 20 at 
3pm at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Kennewick! St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
is located at 1609 W. 10th Ave. in Kennewick. Join your friends in Tri-Cities 
for this unique musical opportunity. This is also a free concert though again 
donations are always gratefully accepted and appreciated!

Yakima Music en Acción (YAMA) – Stephanie Hsu, Director

YAMA was awarded a KCTS 9 Golden Apple Award and has subsequently been 
featured on PBS Newshour, KCTS 9, and School Band and Orchestra Magazine! 
With all of the hard work that YAMA students, staff, and program partners have 
been pouring into the program for the last three years, this feature has been 
a wonderful reward. The PBS feature can be viewed at yamamusic.org/news.

This winter, YAMA students have been coached by violinist Elena Urioste 
and have collaborated with tenor José Iñiguez at his recent   show at the Seasons. 
Upcoming YAMA events include a trip to Wenatchee to participate in Mariachi 
Festival Northwest on March 18  at the Town Toyota Center; a performance 
with the Yakima Camerata Club on April 10 @ 4pm at the Yakima Foursquare 
Church; and opening for the Yakima Youth Symphony Orchestra on April 24 @ 
3pm for their special 50th anniversary concert at the Capitol Theatre.

Beethoven Bear’s 
twin brother, 
Berlioz Bear (with 
the violin), joins 
us this season. 
He is looking 
forward to 
meeting you!

Children learn what they live… 
The YSO joins the Yakima Valley Museum  
on the first Wednesday of each month at 

10:00am at their children’s story hour. FREE!

Meet The Orchestra!

Wednesday, March 2
Theme: Shakespeare, Lizst, the Bassoon

Special Guest: Sarah Thompson, bassoonist

Wednesday, April 6
Theme: Shakespeare, Berlioz, the Cello

Special Guest: Paul Reiss, cello

Brown Bag Concert
May 6, 12:00noon

The Seasons Performance Hall
Art songs with Shakespearean texts performed 
by Melissa Schiel, mezzo soprano & Nic Caoile, 

piano. Ms. Schiel soloed with the YSO last 
season on our Resurrection concert; Dr. Caoile 
recently directed the YSO on The Nutcracker. 

ADMISSION: $5 AT THE DOOR

Justin Raffa, chorusmaster
Dr. Kraig Scott, organ

Bruce Walker, cello
Naomi DeVries Pomerantz, mezzo-soprano

Steven Slusher, baritone

Two FREE Performances • Donations Appreciated

Yakima Symphony Chorus

March 20, Sunday • 3:00pm
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
1609 West 10th Avenue, Kennewick

March 19, Saturday • 2:00pm
St. Paul’s Cathedral

15 South 12th Avenue, Yakima

Maurice Duruflé: Requiem

www.Brookdale.com

Symphony Bus
 Transporting YSO patrons  

to the symphony and back home

RESERVATIONS
Call Brookdale Yakima two weeks  

in advance of the concert  
at (509) 965-0111. 

Ask for the front desk staff and tell them  
your name, address, phone number  

and if you will need the wheelchair lift.



Stanislav Khristenko
Stanislav Khristenko’s performances 

have captivated audiences on four 
continents since his first solo recital at 
the age of eleven.  A “poet of piano,” 
“an architect of great forms” (Le Soir), 
Mr. Khristenko has been praised in the 
media around the globe. Spanish El 
País wrote of his “precise technique, 
powerful sound and fingers of steel.”  

The New York Times praised his recent Zankel Hall recital as 
being marked by “thoughtful lucidity and restraint” and was 
particularly impressed by Stanislav’s performance of Zemlinsky’s 
Fantasies on Poems by Richard Dehmel, praising his “unruffled, 
unrushed calm” and calling it “the revelation of the recital.” The 
Washington Post wrote, “it was clear that Khristenko knows 
how to spin a story; his pacing was mature and unhurried, 
the dynamic range wide, and his fingers exhibited power and 
sensitivity.” The Cleveland Plain Dealer described his performance 
as ‘’shimmering filigree and phrases of exquisite tenderness, in 
which every note mattered.” British Gramophone called one of 
his recent CD recordings on Oehms Classics “Electric.”

D
ar

io
 A

co
st

a 
Ph

ot
og

ra
ph

y

A Stormy Night: Musical Depictions of Shakespeare’s The Tempest. 
We feature four “tempests,” three from Shakespeare by an American, a Finn, and a Russian, and one from Liszt.

Program Notes

John Knowles Paine
(January 9, 1839 - April 25, 1906)
The Tempest, op. 31
(1877)

John Knowles Paine was the first American-born composer 
to win mainstream acceptance, and one of the first to be 
named professor of music at an American university. In the 
1800s, American musicians achieved “legitimacy” by studying 
overseas, so, after a thorough musical grounding, Paine left for 
Europe in 1858 and absorbed the German Romantic musical 
world that would pervade his own compositions. When he 
finally settled in Boston in 1861, Paine started a series of organ 
recitals and public lectures on music that ultimately won him an 
appointment to the faculty of Harvard University. Paine served 
the Harvard and Boston communities for the rest of his life as a 
performer and advocate for music in education and in daily life.

The Tempest is a symphonic poem based on Shakespeare’s 
play, first performed in New York City on November 2, 1877. 
The piece has four connected movements. The opening “Storm” 
begins dramatically with a timpani roll, followed by swirling 
figures in the strings and winds, with the sea’s power felt in 
the brass and percussion. In “Calm and Happy Scene before 
Prospero’s Cell,” a lovely melody represents the island’s beauty, 
giving way to the introduction of the spirit Ariel, with harp and 
winds. In “Prospero’s Tale,” strings introduce an ardent theme 
that represents Prospero’s life. After a brief return of Ariel’s 
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Mr. Khristenko has appeared as a soloist with the National 
Symphony Orchestra of Belgium, the Cleveland Orchestra, 
Phoenix Symphony, Hong Kong Chamber Orchestra, Berliner 
Musikfreunde Orchestra, Takamatsu Symphony Orchestra 
and Moscow Conservatory Orchestra, among others. His 
performance highlights include solo recitals in Weill and Zankel 
Halls at Carnegie Hall, Schubertsaal in Vienna, Phillips Collection 
in Washington; and performances with orchestra in Grosser Hall 
of Berlin Philharmonie, Severance Hall in Cleveland, Moscow 
Conservatory Great Hall and Hong Kong City Hall.

Mr. Khristenko has won top prizes at some of the most 
prestigious international piano competitions.  In 2013 alone 
he won First Prize at the 2013 Cleveland International Piano 
Competition, First Prize at the 2013 Maria Canals International 
Music Competition, and was named Fourth Laureate at the 
2013 Queen Elisabeth Competition.  

Stanislav Khristenko’s recently released new CD on 
the Steinway & Sons label featuring works by Schumann, 
Bruckner, Brahms, and the Zemlinsky that was praised so 
highly in The New York Times, has received raving reviews. The 
Fanfare magazine’s Henry Fogel praised Stanislav’s “poetic 
but firmly shaped performances.” The recording is also “highly 
recommended” by All Music Guide.

music, the fourth movement opens with a passionate theme 
representing “The Happy Love of Ferdinand and Miranda.” This 
is eventually interrupted by a playful interlude introducing 
Caliban. The themes of love and then of Ariel return, followed by 
a triumphant ending. The piece is well organized thematically 
and, despite the evocative imagery, is not the over-the-top 
programmatic approach used by Liszt and a few decades later 
by Richard Strauss.

Franz Liszt
(October 22, 1811 - July 31, 1886)
Piano Concerto No. 1 in E-flat major
(1855)

Franz Liszt was one of the most innovative composers 
and finest pianists in history. A child prodigy at the piano, he 
traveled all over Europe in his formative years, and he became 
heavily influenced by opera’s extroverted expression and the 
extraordinary technique of Paganini, the greatest violinist of the 
time. His music is forward-looking, occasionally experimental, 
and many of his style traits anticipated and influenced future 
developments, including Impressionism in music and twelve-
tone composition.

In 1842, Liszt took a court position in Weimar, but his actual 
presence was not required until 1848. Once settled there, he 
conducted, wrote about music, and composed many of his 
most important works, including his “tempestuous” Concerto 



No. 1 in E-flat major, completed in 1855. He premiered the 
concerto that year at Weimar, with Hector Berlioz conducting. 
In the first movement, the powerful opening motive goes 
through numerous variations and moods, as the piano and 
orchestra are integrated throughout. A tender contrasting 
section follows, where the soloist is asked to seek every possible 
sound the piano can make. The third movement is playful 
and features an innovative triangle part. The finale builds in 
bravura and momentum to a powerful ending. One interesting 
characteristic of the piece as a whole is the clear dominance 
of the piano—the soloist and orchestra do not play off each 
other as equals. In this piece, the orchestra has a few moments 
to shine, mostly providing timbral bedding for the piano and 
additional resources for a remarkable variety of expression.

Jean Sibelius
(December 8, 1865 - September 20, 1957)
Incidental Music to Shakespeare’s 
The Tempest, op. 109, Suite No. 1
(1926/1927)

Jean Sibelius began his musical career as a violinist and 
studied composition in Helsinki, Berlin, and Vienna before 
returning to Finland. His first recognition as a composer came 
in 1891 with his choral symphony Kullervo, but it took another 
ten years to find his own stylistic voice. His early works show 
a strong influence of Tchaikovsky, but like other Scandinavian 
composers (Grieg, for example) he was encouraged to follow a 
nationalist vein that reflected building desires for independence 
from Russia, which was finally completed in 1917. Music for The 
Tempest was completed in 1926 for a production at the Royal 
Theatre in Copenhagen, and it turned out to be one of his last 
great works. The complete score lasts for over an hour, consisting 
of 34 pieces. Later, Sibelius arranged two concert suites, 
comprising nineteen pieces. The styles range from Baroque 
to Neoclassical, fitting the range of characters and scenarios 
presented in the play. In the suites, however, the movements 
seem to have been ordered based on musical flow, without any 
regard for the progression of the original drama. 

Suite No. 1 opens with The Oak Tree—Ariel plays the flute for 
the shipwrecked sailors, putting them to sleep. In Humoresque, 
Stephano, Trinculo, and Caliban squabble with each other. In 
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Caliban’s Song, the grotesque Caliban gets his “heavenly drink” 
and thinks Stephano is a god and his new master. Next, the 
Harvesters dance for prosperity and fruitfulness for the young 
couple. In Canon, Stephano et al plan to kill Prospero, sing a canon, 
and march off, guided by Ariel’s music. In Scena, an Interlude 
that is a portrait of Caliban is combined with “The Dogs” where 
Caliban, Stephano and Trinculo plot to kill Prospero until dog-
shaped spirits drive them away. Intrada and Berceuse combines 
an intrada during which Prospero commands Ariel to free those 
he has practiced his magic on, with a berceuse representing 
Prospero telling Miranda about his past. The Entr’acte is used 
in the drama to present a rainbow that illuminates a feast held 
in honor of goddess Iris. During Ariel’s Song, Ferdinand is sitting 
on the beach mourning his supposedly dead father, and Ariel 
confirms the death in his song. Finally, Sibelius placed The Storm 
Overture last—the ship sinks in a tempest raised by Prospero, 
which actually begins the play. The swirling strings, extreme 
dissonance and crashing waves (brass and percussion) make for 
a curious ending to the suite, but an expressive one nonetheless.

Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
(April 25/May 7, 1840 - October 25/November 6, 1893)
The Tempest Fantasy-Overture, op. 18
(1873)

Tchaikovsky’s first decade in Moscow (1866-1876) was 
amazingly successful because of support he received from 
colleagues and impresarios. The Tempest (Burya) was premiered 
in December 1873, conducted by Nikolai Rubinstein. It is 
a symphonic poem based on Shakespeare’s play, similar in 
structure to the composer’s better-known Romeo and Juliet 
fantasy-overture. A program appears in the score, written 
by Vladimir Stasov (1824-1906), noted critic who promoted 
Russian nationalist music, and the music follows it, with all the 
opulence and passion one would expect from Tchaikovsky:

The sea. Ariel, spirit of the air, servant to the will of wizard 
Prospero, raises a tempest. A shipwreck leads Ferdinand. The 
enchanted island. First and shy feelings of love between Miranda 
and Ferdinand. Ariel. Caliban. The loving couple surrenders to 
each other as their passion triumphs. Prospero is stripped of his 
enchanted powers and leaves the island. The sea. t

Home Grown concert 
featuring Mikey and Matty 
and Planes on Paper



A Stormy Night–Gold Medal Concert
Saturday, March 19, 2016, 7:30pm
Lawrence Golan, conductor
Stanislav Khristenko, piano

(Gold Medal Winner of the 2013  
Cleveland International Piano 
Competition)

Michael Mendelson, actor

What a Wonderful World 
A Tribute to Louis Armstrong
Saturday, April 23, 2016, 7:30pm
Lawrence Golan, conductor
Byron Stripling, trumpet and vocals 

From Romeo and Juliet 
to West Side Story
Saturday, May 14, 2016, 7:30pm
Lawrence Golan, conductor
Laurie Gayle Stephenson, soprano
Steve Amerson, tenor
Yakima Symphony Chorus; 

Justin Raffa, chorusmaster

the roger and beverly vandiver 2015-16 season
The World of Shakespeare

Shakespeare in Love
sunday, april 10, 2016 • 4:30pm4th street theatre

> Master of Ceremonies 
Charlie Robin

> Impresario
Kara Hunnicutt, YSO Principal Cello

> Featuring Performances By 
Maestro Lawrence Golan 
Kara Hunnicutt

 Zephyr String Ensemble
 Too Close for Missiles 

& More!

> Sumptuous Dinner By  
Rich Sisters Catering

> Themed Live & Silent Auction  
With Laura Michalek,  
Fundraising Auctioneer

Tickets $75.  
To purchase, please call (509) 248-1414

gala fundraiser

“If music be the food of love, play on…”
 Twelfth Night, William Shakespeare

LOW 
TICKET 
PRICES

$5CHILDREN & STUDENTS with Student I.D.            $9SINGLE TICKETS STARTING FROM

ALMOST SOLD OUT, CALL NOW! 

Bethany Heine, YYSO 
violinist, conducts the YSO 
on a piece of music on the 

Home Grown concert.
David Rogers, YSO executive 

director, takes a bow. Mr. Rogers 
arranged the 14 Planes on Paper 

and Mikey and Matty pieces for 
performance with full orchestra 

on the Home Grown concert.


